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Neither: did 1 allow my ſelþ. 
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enen 3 that 4 more — | 
„ ſome: Perſons of good Nate for-Eearningand E. of 
- . Bl jerience, than Þcould expetted, - 25 
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be better. read: Ter 1 would fain bope my fits 5 
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tere ; Aim 27 45 Blefed to ſome: Fora i 3 
, - pleaſeth the Lord to chuſe oo oak hings of 
* World. This ſupports me under an affliclin 
© Senſe of my Rudeneſs, both in Speech and Knows. 
$ De Method wherein the Matter is handled, 
= be found New, | for what I know., I have 
made all the inquiry I could, and have conſulted. 
Perſons of Hilla en, and Learning, who all de- 
clared that it is New to them alſo. Had any of the 


Fudicious, and renowned Patrons of Chriſtianity in 


1 Oppoſi tion to Deiſm, treated theſe Matters in the 


| : therein, from that 2270 which ſundy 


"would have been left ſor my | 
being, in ſuch. an Event, I am 
BY perſu dle 7 Þ 2 rpoſes would have been 
handled Jocompleatly, that Itould nit have, adden. 
A tred to glean after ſo full a Harveſt." I pretend, 
BY pit have managed that Controverſy at any Length. 
Extellemt Authors haue done that, an written. ſo 
largely int he Defence of Chriſtianity, that my poor 
; Shreds are not to be compared with their great Per- 
Jer mances It is hut one of many Arguments that's 
fytated in the following Miſſtves, — proceed 
FEY our Antago- 

nit, do value themſelves, viz. Moral Integrity, 
and Honeſty, unto which: the Obligations which by 
upon u are univerſally achnouledged. That this 
 -Moralivy, under ſtood aright, will infer the utter 
Corruption of Nature, and the neceſſity. of Revela- | 
tion aut Regeneration; + Lhumbly judge, wil . ra 
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W ne t 1 the Chibifler either | N. 
Matter or Method, and am deeply conſcious-t0 * 
ſelf that ſuch choice Purpoſes do much defideram a 
more judicious and experienced Authdr I ale 
only ſay, that this Method in managing the Argu- 
ment againſt Deiſts, is, in my Judgement, mud 


+ the ſame which our gracious Lord ofeths for the. 


_bnly effeftual defeating this grand Evil, by taking t 
the Vail off from the Heart, and trauſlating the 
Sinner into a State of Light : Aud the reul truth it, 


that, until then, we are without God, or Atheiſts: 


(as the Original bears) in the World. That hoh, 
Juſt and good Law, which is a Schoolmaſter a 
Chrift (as the Original hath it) is an excelent 


Hammer For demoliſping the weak Fabricks of 


Deiſm. Ii is owing to a deþauchedueſs of Conſei= 
ele thro” a cuſtom of Vice, and to a detaining *- 
"the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, that the ſe Matters 
clear in them ſelves, are yet ſo clouded to Wretches 
drenched and immer ſed in known Wickedneſs : Or, is 
take the Matter by the better Handle, theſe Shades I | 

aye the reſult of 2 Suat h, while 

Duties abundantly maniſeſt, and beyond all de 
| pag * yet ee? 5 1 think, is pointed 
at by what our Lora Feſus gxpreſly Ber- = 
My Doctrine (/aith.he) is not K. but his 
that ſent me. If any Man will do his Will, he 
mall know of the Doctrine, whether it be of God, 858 
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Re or ways » T hat whoſever | 
Neurt, and is renli 1 ailing th jo 
_ enconteſted Duties mention#d in the * 32 Aver, will 
, that revealed" Religion, and 5 reutarly the 
"Revelation of Chrift t in * is abfolunely 
_ tereſſary to the Practice. I proceed wpon” 
Renſor, in order 6 abs oards © obſer 
concerning Revelation, Jer have Put eme ſeri 4 
taral Places on the Margin, for that it's pleaſant to 
view that Set in a — 7; Light there zy the Spirit 
25 age at which Nature's Glintmerings obſenrely 
That thes Mite may be accepted by * 
Nen eoriagh thee, is the Prayer of, 


u fincere Wellwither; ' 
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Arte ſtt to Ws chem to bur vain Mind! 
I is no become. Modilſh, - and. i 


2 Perſons contentious t, and who do not obeſ 
the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs. The 
I chief. Soutce, of all this is a ſad Defect as tc 


and that he is a Rewarder of them that dili — 


Lord) to enlarge by ſundry, Miſſives tha 
> Which was more Fru touched in our co 
verſe about the Matter, and I deſigii to 
Te.eed in the following Method. 1. 1 
Aſter ſome large Faimbe to la 
for à Foundation a few remarkable an 
met Maxims of moral Integr apy nd Hans 


| Crofineſs and Contrariety of our Natures unte 
| ted Eſtate. 3. It will be proper, with ſome Cloe 
Contrariety i is inſurmountable, ſave only through 


1 converting. 


Whole Mar 
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we” : 
| Part to call in queſtion. receivel 
ruths, and even ſuch of them as are of the 
ateſt Weight and Influence. "The Sp Se « 
ock giveth the true Portraiture of ſuch 
and denounceth juſt Wrath againſt the 
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the right Settlement in the Faith that God i; 


ſeek him. On this ſad occaſion, 1 find 
dom and Inclination (which I hope are of th 
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1. J intend to ſhew in ſundry rticulars the 
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theſe Maxims, while we are in this our corrur 


neſs,” to demonſtrate, that the forementioned 


and 'renewing "Work upon the 
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of the Glory of Chriſt to the Soul. 


ſuch fair Copies, That which deſign, 


ſeveral 


enter upon the Purpoſe, I incline to 
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of S the elaborate Works of 
learned Men, wherein they have. excellently 
refuted the rampant Atheiſm of this profane 
Age, under its various Diſguiſes ; and ſhall be 
loath to enter upon their Labours, my Rude 
nels rendring me utterly - unfit to ins. HOW 5 
ſhall 
be carried no further, ſaye to the Reſults of 
WW what it pleaſed the Lord to teach me, (may I 
2 under my on Toſſings about be 
eads, and therefoe I can have no 4 
other Copy in View, fave the Traces of A | 
Pillar of Cloud, and Fire , in the merciful ©} 
Condu& of a poor Weakling, ſome Length = 
through the Wilderneſs ; and that I may juſt 3 
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few Conſiderations relating to the Moral Law. 
is general, and then to give a ſhort Abſtract f 
ſome Parts of moral Equity that is diſcoyered,, ©? 
and authoritatively enjoined therein. This wil! 
Du the broader Foundation to ſome moral ++, 


and, Myſteries of revealed Religion, the only © 
ffectual Mean for that End, being a diſplay f 
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Axioms, which are deſtinated to prepare the | 
: 5 -for the chief Subject of heb: flives,.” 
Jad throughout the whole ot this, I intend-to, * 
7% . R Het guard ; 
Lor. 4. 3, 4, 5. Mat. 13. 
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1 Feng that may be found to much better Fü 
pole in the Works of renowned Authors, who 
dave treated Matters of this Sort 
Touching the Moral Law in general, and at 
the ſame is romprehended ſummarly in the Ten 
Commandments *, or ten Words. I know out 
Deiſts (or Atheiſts) will have little Regard to 
it, as it is now written, and maketh a Part of 
the ſacredCanon. I enter not upon the Debate 
on that Head, for the Time; but affuredly 
Matter of Fact in this Cafe cannot be queſtjon- 
ed, viz. That ſuch a Law there is, ſo much 
|  S$ extant, and under the View of every one. 

This is all 1 preſuppoſe in the preſent Matter, 
aua do herenpon affert, that this Law known 
Ad publiſhed, where ever Chriſtianity is pro- 
fteiſſed, this Law, I ſay, hath ſo many Stamps 

of its Author imprinted upon it, with ſo much 
def Relucence, that it may compete with, yea, 
aud bath a manifold, and clear Brightneſs of 
Character, that giveth it à Preference to all 
the Laws which ever were enacted in the Wotld. 
Phe Subject here is very large, and therefore I 
dare not adventure to dip far into it: I only 
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tender a few Particulars to your more ſerious, 
_ and deliberate Conſideration. 1ft, The whole 
and every Part of this divine Abſtract is com- 
Featly juſt, and f equal, the Author of it hath 
; pKa « 3 RO ſhewed 
"*"Exod.-20, 1-'2, 3, Ce. Mat. 22. 37, 38. Rom, 


11 &, 9, 16.'Mar. 19. 18, 19, Sr. f Rom, J. 14. 
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Compaſs. The beſt han Laws, 


done "thi. vo good Purpoſe, as Occafions re- 
tel quired, and Tlove nor to repeat, 'Ouly 1 1 re- 
ly Wl mind you, that the oliteſt Nations N mad 
n- and ware daily m Changes in their La 
ch from Time to Time, and theſe 

are alteted, and amended in this Event, 
er, i only beeaufe of Inconveniencies, but Ao Pop 
on WM Views of Iniquity, ſometimes infaid. wit 
0 thei. ut in the preſent Cafe, which'reſpe& 


no not che leaſt Alteration, 
— DG holy 7 juſt, and 

ſuit the crreumſtanced: 
kind, 


es of all Man, 


re, and the Heavenly Equity Thineth 


palſerh" the Light of Demonſtration. 


mirably full: Tr is exceetlingiy f brbad, and 
extenſive, nothing is omitted here that belongs 
to moral Equity. Take hat Equity | in Its 


largeſt 


Fm; 6. 8. Ber 10. 12. Feel. — 
n 
119. 70 & Cake 7,8 3 9, Sc. F ? 


ood Laws do ; 


with ſo much of illuſtrious Fig, as ſut- 3 ; 
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compated with this, ate but mean and i 
meine Beſides, that many of l be. 

quity mingled in with them, in mote, orlefs, . = 
I Ws \eaſy to compile a Catalogue of many 
Inſtances, more than ſufficient, to evince ht 
Lhave ad inced. But eminent Authors haye © 


8 jr oh Hort Syſtem; thete is 0 4 
Aer every one of them, all is juſt, and 


240, This holy, juſt, and good Law is a 7 1 


. eſpecially of the more polite amongſt them, and 
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i within the Verge thereof, is here compriſed, 
whether we underſtand it as containing a com- 

leat Syſtem of Virtues, or a full Diſplay of 
Vices. Hereof I want not to give any other 
Proof, ſave to make an Appeal to the Con- 
ſciences of the moſt perſpicacious Libertines, (for 
bowſoever they deery, and banter Conſcience, 

as if it were a Melancholy, and whimſical In- 
vention, yet it is beyond the Reach of the moſt 
daring Deſperado's amongſt them, to extinguiſh 
that * Candle of the Lord) I would make my 
Appeal, I ſay, to the Conſciences of any, and 


give a Defiance to them all to inſtance a Vir- 
tue or Vice that is not contained within theſe 
ten Words. Beſides, that there is avaſt Deal 
more comprehended in them, than ever came 
within the View of the moſt accompliſhed 
Moraliſts, either within, or without the Church, 
tho” yet the little Scraps of that Sort the Hea- 
thens underſtood, were rather owing to Tradi- 
tion from the true Church, than the Fruit of 
their 7 1 EL | 
zah, It hereunto we add the divine and in- 
imitable Brevity, yet mingled with aſtoniſhing 
. Clearneſs, whereby theſe ten Words are emi- 
1H  nently ſignalized beyond all the Products of the 
I moſt renowned Legiſlators. Who can poſſibly 


1 * . 
,» E * 


r * * Y * * K 9 " 
v , * * 0 4 - 
l * 8 4 * * * 1 - 
% —- ; 2 * 
* 
- 
% , , : , 
9 ? a 
7 . — 4 
. þ : - * 
— 


* 
* 
* 
* m_— 


F giver here; unleſs he ſhakes off all "Temper, and 


greater Brightneſs of Evidence, than if it were 
written with the Beams of the Sun. x. 


ther ſpake, or ſome one or another Way is the 
Author of theſe Words, in regard 


ter and Expreſſion have ſo many Impreſſes of 


Conciſeneſs, with a divine Emphaſis and Pow- 
er of Expreſſion, do each of them ſeverally, 


Bed a En ooo ks oa? oe 


4-9 proclaim; the  Glories of the Author: 
eſſay not to give any further Proof of that 
which I have ady 
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ſcarcely. can we carry our Accounts the 
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pbriety, and preſume to deny what hath 2 4 


„ The nervous, and powerful Force, and 
Effeacy of Expreſſion hath ſo much of excel- * 7 
lent Beauty, and divine Majeſty inlaid © there- 
with, as, with its other Properties, gives mæ 

und to think, that a Declaration of the 

atter; even to a ſober, 'and unprejudiced 
Heathen, would through the divine Bleffingg 
find an eaſy Perſwaſion that God himſelf ei- 


Mat- 


Divine Authority upon them, as do fully evince“ 
their being the Product of infinite Wiſdom." So 
much then we have gained, namely, that the © 
aſtoniſhing Fulneſs, Perſpicuity, admirable 


N * * 2 by o 8 * 
v A ” , w V4 - * 
5 * * 4 
* . . j 
K £ 4 \ 
. 0 we 0 
. * C 
4.4 


„ 


and yet much more do they all when put to- . 


is plain in it ſelf, and I cannot offer any Thing 
that's beyond its innate. Relucence; , we cannot;  - 
well give a ſatisfying Definition, of Light, —4 4 


: bd - | whe nd. "EY 4 
tolerable Deſcription thereof; and FE; 
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[4 89 
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G5 any- Obleut. 
i in the Thing, that upon the contrary, it is 

the Reſylt of a ſhining Evidence, which ſar- 
_ _ mounteth; Words, . Nevertheleſs, it is not poſ- 
| ſible to perceive that Evidence without Eyes. 
The ſame Thing bolds here; and therefore! 
mall uſe no more Words about it, but do only 
this down as a Principle, and the Crone: 
Work of the following Superſtructure, viz. T. 

Meral Lam is from the Lord. You may * 
further Accounts | in aig 3 
Win, S . 
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n Plain iu this Moral w, which being i 

By ho improven, would amount to a Syſtem of in- 
- conteſted. Morality ; aud ſame Duties are ſperi- 

TY which weowe to the ON TO 
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27 n i. | 
N my laſt 1 W a few Proetria of 
the Mbral Law in general, which give clear 
and ſweet Indications of its glotibus Au- 
or. I deſign by this to give you ſome little 
Glances at the Contents of the Law it ſelf. 1 
know that Accounts bf this Nature have been 
given by eminent Divines, who were honoured 
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y theix notable Commentaries pod; and E 
ofitions of this Law. I enter not upon their 
Vork, but do only deſign to hint at a ſew Ge- 
erals, all tounded on Reaſon, howſoever weak 
nd imperfe& in us. Somewhat oſ this Kind I 
annot omit ſo much being neceſſary to lay 
oundat ion for the Moral Axioms, upon which] 
roje& to build the Ay Purpoſes 
1ſt, More generally I obſerve; That in re- 
ard the Law is ſo n already 
en tioned, and ſeeing M ing à Cteature 
ndowed with Reaſon, is capable ot rational 
onformity unto a Law and Rule: It is mani- 
| beyond controul, that this Conformity 
ght to be compleat , it ſhould reach and be 
wended throughout the Whole Man | out 
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Powers of the ſame, are required to be blame- 
is, having that St 


Stamp of Purity upon. the 
rhich is ſuitable unto this : Rule. 11 = 
annot be called in queſtion, but that a teaſon- | 
ble Nature is capable of moral Beauty aid 
Perity, and therefore the Obligation of all 
en — plats reg nd — 5 
ou is plald, ion. 
{Wand for as much as the f Compleatneſs, ant 
ontents of the Law, bear its Extenſion to 
zur Natures, and way, our Thoughts, Words 
Fd Deeds in their whole ; it * | 
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dals and. Bodies, with all the. Faculties and 


from rational Creatures, made by their Lore 


2 * * VE — A - . 4 : l ITY P is 4, > n « 4 . 
C 6 5 * 7 i N * I = 4 4 
. K * 9 4 - > Y a 
5 0 AY * ry * 
© _ 
— — _ 0 1 = g — 4 
2 — 3 4 . 
by * : 
- | 48 
þ * - 
= - , 2 
* iT "ds 7 7 — 
— _—— - 
1 * 4 * — 1 
* 
. Cs Wap . * 
. w d $4 : * m 
| 1 35 Ie 
— 0 A 0 o 


that in all theſe we 
2. Preſuppoſing that we are thereby 


. TIN 
re: 


ired to have a juſt» Conſideration of, and 
Deference umo the God of Glory, out only 
' Law-giver : As alſo, that we ate therein en- 
joined to be under a ſuitable Concernment a- 
bout our ſelves, and our fellow Subjects undet 
this glorious Lord and Legiſlator; it is mani. 
feſt from the Tenor and Perfection of this Law, 
that we are therein taught and enjoined the 
juſt and equal Meaſures of Behaviour that's 
due in all the forementioned Regards; andi 
therefore I deſign to point at ſome fe Things, 
with Reference to each of them, referring you 
for larger Accounts unto ſuch Authors as have 
treated Purpoſes of this Sort particularly and 
expreſly. And firſt, as to the Laugiver, the 
following Claſſes of Duties are plain, and 
beyond C n 03h, 21082122 20 99) 

I. It is evident from the | Firſt Command, 
| That all Honour and Homage becomi 8 
God's glorious Excellencies, are due unto hin 


and Creator, with a Capacity to know and ac- 
knowledge him. He is God, the alone inde 
pendent, and ſelf-ſufficient” Being; and everj 
Creature hath as much of Dependence upor 
him, as it hath of Being: Hence, foraſmue 
as rational Creatures depend upon him in 2 
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bis :onbl: Way, ſuiting their ſh Being] 3 
5 7 ought, * ſuchg or in that Capacity, 
re cn owiedge this Dependence in every AG : 
ndl orſbip and Obedience that cometls. within 
ny Verge ot the perfeft Rule | 
y 2. It is no leſs highly re te Lands ke⸗ 8 
ired Command: Kann, That the Homage | 
orſhip, and Service due to / our'; foxereign 
rd ſhall be wholly; under the Rules which - 
hath preſcribed. They amongſt Nen, who 
- digmfied with. 74 do all chal- 
2 ge 2 Right i in this Matter: i Ge the Law of 
. Thar,the Homage Pee: 
2 e ca eee of xy” to” 
in n | not upon 
—_— 25 8 ſuch pong 
ents àre under a higher and au- 
— 3 theſe in whom 80 
Wreignty is lodged, acrording to: the Nature 
a imits o . Governments, 7 
d foraimuch as this lis reckoned the 
LON with the Princes. and Potentates of 
Earth; the Purity of Reaſon.demandeth, 
ce ery Eber of Lords, the 
ince of the Kings ¶ the Earth, be acknowk- 
and honoured, as having the intite. and 
oat df his owh Worſhip) in. :alkithe_ 
Na and Pertinents of the ſame, as alſo of the 
ue — os — 
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| Hons thereof. No Creature hath. x 
hy to make Appointments in theſe 
$2 A if they pretend to a Power of tl 
Kind, it muſt needs be by Delegation; 
2 Caſe, it is the Right of every one, a 
a Part of the Honour they owe to the Gad 
Slory, to require: their Credentials.” Orhy 
wiſe, 2 e Prank Necks, yea, and 
Seuls to human Yokes,: as to Worſhip, or. ; 
Part of Obedience, is a moſt unreaſonal 
Servitude--It is memorable, that + Heathen 
f. Nonarch cxpteſſed a: Jul Concernmedt: abt 
this weighty: Buſineſs, when he gave Orc 
| Phat whatfoever * was -commandet! bythe Gud 
aden, ia ld be done in hi Ab. There is 
A _  Plarethen'bot making new Laus abeut th 
Mattets, unleſs we advnhee a Poſition- wh 
_ highty-refledts-upon, the Honour of our: 
Dord, and JLaygirerz namely, 1 hat: thi 
Things are not ſuffciently provided for; by 
don Laws and Iaſtitutions: For, if they 
ud it would border upan Blaſphemy;. to 
lodge theytare not) ; te no Room left 1 
© rg not N N 44S 
. 54. 15 l liehe i xequi 
= . and Reaſon it ſelf (howſoe 
| wtak ant imperfe&-in our preſent State) dc 
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ary, 'Concernments about ev 1 

reby he is pleaſed to make hi known, 
r Souls ſhould be impreſſed with profound 
Reverence, from ſome juſt Senſe of his glo- 
pus Majeſty; and in particular, That all our 
ndeavours at Obedience to his Will, be iĩmaid 
ith the deepeſt Veneration. This the very 
lotion of a Deity demands; Him we ought 
) ſee in all Things, and to point towards him 
the great and ultimate End f in every 
hing: Foraſmuch as it belongs to him to be 
r Omega and laſt End, upon the very ſame 
rounds that inſtruct his being our Alpha, the 
uthot Uf what we are; and who hatkh us en- 
rely under the Care of his Providence! Thus 


d Jet him eontinually * before our Eyes, to live 


d breathe ſtill in the Fear of his Names 184 TI 
fe truly rational. rn 94 


1 In like Manner, Reaſon alſo aich ae 8 


quired Command Fburth, That the God of 
| ur Beitg,unro whom we owe our 1 ile, Breath, 

nd all Things, ought ro be acknowledged: and 
Wdored, not only in more ſecret and retited 
Nas, but _— f Societies and Communities, 
irh all poſſi -mnity. Every Perſen, and 
ach * „ Of — Kind, bath as 

nch Y Dependence . of #hd Nine. 


. 
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mould I think that he wanted to have a Pof 
tion proven to him, which no Man can den 
_ aunleſs his Conſeience were debauehed to-ſii 
A high Pitch of enormous Wickedneſs,.- as 


the God, and ſovereign Lord of Men, 
every Capacity, and of all Societies: I ſb; 


and the Evidence thereof pointeth at them 
beſides that they are of a neceſſary Conſider: 
tion, With: Nei to ſome cinen Cake | 


of 41 Hab, as ir-hath, of Beg br t . 
amounts to one) is in every Thing depende 
,vpon our ſovereign Lord: And that this I 

dence ſhould be be acknowledged. in the my 

lemn Ways, is capable of a manifold U 
monſtration, even from the Glimmerings 
Nature, were it neceſſary to enlarge upon 
Head ſo very plain, It were a heavy Imp 
tation upon the Reaſon of any ſober Peri 


procure his out- facing, and dating God himfel 


only. take the Freedom to deduce à Corrola 
or itwo from the preceeding Aſſertions, bol 
becauſe the Import of the Matter requiret 


in our Day. 1 5 

Corrolary 1. It appesreth hence, | that. th 
Worſhip: of God in Families, is a Part 
theſe e which are due to out 
Sovereign Lord, in 1 every Society, 
ſuch, ye as mueh, Dependence on him 


_ it 5 of — and i d is, as to this 
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aſtances. The Proportion holds, as any 


- licious Perſon may eaſily ſee : And hence the 


3 


h a clear Foundation in theſe Notices of 4 


0 ity, which even Nature's Glimmerings do 
p.Wgclt. - Neither were the Heathens- them- 
dens Strangers to ſo much, as appears by the 
U atry of their Penares, or Houſhold Gods: 
Ne Notices of this Kind were at Bottom 
ſe h them, tho dreadfully corrupted 4.29 other 
Dings Were. 41 © ls: FW? 


orrolary 2. As Reaſon it ſelf would ſay; 
t it is moſt becoming for the Heads of the 
pective Families to perform the ſeveral Parts 
Worſhip competent to them, (foraſmuch as 


demands a repreſenting the Family there- 
eyince, that it is far from carrying any Diſ- 


agement, but is upon the contrary truly 
ourable for the t greateſt amongſt Men to 


| the Perſons are. thought highly privileged 
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pendence, upon the ſame Level with privat 
*ſons,, and bound, upon the very ſame 
ounds, to acknowledge that Dependence in 
prſhip and Obedience, ſuitably to its Cir- 


ſo the juſt Notions of a Deity, will clear- 


about ſuch ſocial Duties. Near Admiſſion 
crowned Heads is generally much valued, 


jo have acceſs unto them, and occaſions to 
e with them, whether for themſelves, and 
r 
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_ 4 


arſhip of the Lord in a Family Relation, 


ir Relation to the Family bears Authority, 
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"WS. more; in ſo far as as repreſent othy 
my . reputed a great Honour unto any 
ſovereign Princes to ſpeak. unto them, and 
allo them acceſs to utter their Minds unt 
Princes; hence the Conſequence is plain 
eaſy, viz; That a Prefidency in ſolemn a 
ſocial Worſhip, as Perſons are called, and ha 
acceſs. thereunto, is a moſt, honourable Wor 
reupon I cannot eſcape to infer with for 
ſuitable Commotion in my own MO, that 
dieſpiſing ſuch Exerciſes as unworthy of 
i below Perſons even of no great Note, refle 


eth deeply upon the true God whom. we pr 
tend to Worſhip, and I tremble tg: menti 
from what Sources the contemptuous vili 
1 ing of them muſt neceſfarily proceed. 
1 Corrolary 3. Tho, I dare not adventure 
| fay, That Nature's glimmerings detect 
Proportion of Time, which is to ng regulat 
conſecrated unto the Lord, and employed 
-  lemnly and intirely in the Duties of his Wi 
hip, namely a ſeventh Part of the Wet 

| — the laſt. or firſt, Day thereof, tho 

. garenotiay, that Nature's Light can poſlil 
| determine this, in its preſent corrupt Eſta 
whatever it might have reached to, if it h 
remained intire : Yer I can take upon me 
aſſert, That the Proportion being now 
vealed, appeareth manifeſtly to be moſt ce 
But waving in this Abdlrack every Thing tl 
may be 2 ane Diſpu 

; 7 "7s 71-87-41 70374 .m066 
"> 


* * 


„ 
8 


A ” ny 7 + » 
* 1 * 0 * 


— p n . ** f 9 Fs 9 " * . * er 4 

65% ' * 1 

* 7 . - — . | 
, "8 4 = N 
4-4 . * — > 
* 8 * a ” . 
. , . /* 
= * —_ . HA . 
9 x * - * . L A - 
* 0 9 
«at 
? 4 


on, 
d 


clearly deducible from Natute 8 
ſpecially at the Advantages of its 
ent by Revelation, namely that Worſhip 
rherher Secret, Social, or more Publick and 


he Nature of Man is now become moſt ir- 
gular, and therefore that which hath no oer. 
uin Time aſſigned to it, cannot readily fail 


„vereign Lord hath ſer apart for his Worſhip, 
uſt needs be obſerved punctually. So. much 
Wy way. of Corrolary. ..1 return now to the 
Wain Purpoſe, and repreſent — 

5. That the ſumm of 


* 


ve the Lord with al our . with all our 
ul, and uith all our Strength. What we are, 
have, Life, Breath,. and all Things we 
we wholly unto him; and ſeeing he is the 
Pod of Glory, independent, and iufinitely Per- 


es to pay that Regard : Bur foraſmich as 


is ſuffice for a glance at ſome Generals with 


> 


00 d our ſovereign Lord. The next ſhall ac- 


vlemn, ought neceſſarly to have its ſet Times. 


be neglected. Whatſoever Time then our 


this Part ofthe Mbral = 
aw, | as declared in the Scriptures, is clearly +> 
unded on Reaſon, viz. We are obliged to 


&, infinite Honour and Homage would be, 
Neuste him, were it poſſible for finite Crea- 


eir finate Natures cannot allow ſuch a Defe- 
nce; aſſuredly the moſt complete that Crea- 
res can be capable of belongs unto him: Let 
ation unto what we owe in point of Duty 
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ing, ot (Which is the ſame) dependeth upc 
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0 any Regulations founded on a F 
uit h Reſpect to our a and bur 1 
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Leaſe without aby pidanibi is take m. 

1 Poor. T hopghts about this Matter in th 
following Pofitios 7592; 

1. Man is not his oun. All be hath of Being 

8 Advantages he enjoyeth of any Sort, an 

the Qualities he is endowed with, whatſoeve 

theſe” be; he holdeth them all of his Lord 

and oweth them intirely unto him. We 6 


diene and Deordination of our Naxures. 
Was often obſerved before, that every! Cre 
80 25 much of Dependence upon it 
_ Creator and ſovereign Lord, as it bath of f 


him in every thing, + Ly this God, and throug 
him, and to him are all hin 1. "To-this, rig 
. A its Suffray e: Hence my 

OG OR" LION 
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. Creatures endowed with Reaſon;and who: 
alſo have othewiſe their 4 from their Cred4 
or, anti the Author of their Being; ſuch 

reatures I ſay, are plainly obliged 


edge ſo much, and ſeeing they are not their 
wn, they may not without the moſt pre 
pus Preſumption arrogate unto themſelves the 


given them by; their bountiful Lord. Even 
ommon Senſe ſaith, That no Perſon can have 
Right to diſpoſe according to his own pleaſure, 
pf that which is not his. What we are and 
ave is intirely the Lords, and we owe it 


and improven for hin 
3. Our Creator and ſovereign Lord, who 
ath given us a Being, and a Nature more ex- 
ellent than that of the other ſublunary Crea- 
ures: + That God, I ſay, who bath ſo far 
honoured: us, doth thereby undoubtedly re- 
quire, that not only the ultimate, but like- 
viſe all ſubordinate. Ends we propoſe to our 
ſelres, ſhould be anſwerable to the Dignity of 


he Beaſts of the Earth, and the 'Fowls: 
Heaven. And therefore, 
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liſpoſal'of themſelves, and of any thing that is 


holly to him, · therefore the very glimmerings h 
of Nature would ſay, that it ſnould be fifed, 


dur Natires, as the God of Glory did at firſt: 
onſtitute them. Aſſuredly it is for no mean 
ork that the Lord did make Man wi — 
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4. Tobſerve with ſome more of cloſeneſs to 

the Purpoſe under preſent View, That foraf. 
much as our Deportment, with Reſpect to our 
ſelves and others, ſhould be ordered in ever 
thing according to Rule, becauſe we are not 
our own, but do belong intirely to our Lord 
and Maker; it is then manifeſt beyond al 
poſſibility of Controul, that we are indifpen- 
 fibly obliged to advert unto, and obſerve the 

' Regulations our ſovereign Lord hath' prefcyib: 
ed to us in all theſe: Reſpects. The Purpoſe 
here is large, but I ſhall condeſcend only upor 
a few of many Particulars, and all of them 
clearly founded upon Reaſon. 
F, It is 2 in Fact, clear from Com- 
mand 5th, and denyed by no body, That e. 
- very one of the Children of Men is placed by 
our ſovereign Lord, in ſome one Relation ot 
another, or in more than one towards his 

© Neighbour. We are according to our ſevera 

| Stations, either Superiors, Inferiors, or upon an 
Equality of Level with our Neighbours. Hence, 
as the ten Words, to which theſe Notes re- 
lte, do contain a complete Account of the 
whole Concernements of theſe Relations, 
wich the ſeveral Sins and Duties that reſpect 
the ſame; ſo I would only repreſent it as 4 
Eleafly rational and inconteſted Truth, that we 
ate obliged by the great and only —— 
To. demean our ſelves according unto the Exi- 
5 | | | gence! 


1 1 Pet. 2. J. Rom. 12, 10. Eph. $ 21. I 


. 
to gences of theſe Relations, as it hach piles: 
ay Buſineſs to enter upon a Detail of then, 

zey ſhine with an aſtoniſhing Brightnels of 
Laſtre,' as contained in, and held: forth from 
his perfect Law. Allow me only to repre- 
ſent a Remark, or two which do both pertain 
o this Head, and are alſo of a larger Extent 
and Improvement. 1. It would be the Hap» 
pineſs, as much as it is the mo of Man- 
kind, exactly to keep Rank, and faithfully to 

acquit themſelves in a diligent and cloſs Per- 
formance of the plain and incontroverted 
Duties which manifeſtly pertain ro. theſe Re- 
lations, and ſundry whereof belong to their 
very Eſſence, It wants not to be'demanſizar- 
ted, being Matter of Fact, which no fober 
Perſon will, or can deny, vx. That our 
Ruins, with reſpe& to Societies of whatſo- 

ever Kind, do iſſue from Diſturbances: and 
Violations of the comely Order, which. our 
ſovereign. Lord hath ſet and enjoined ta be 

g re- obſerved amongſt Men; and particularly with 
the Reference to our divers Stations, and the 
i Relations wherein we ſeverally ſtand! towards 
one another. It is evident that the Ruyns 


tions, States and Nations, and in a. Wotd, 
af all Societies, do .chiefly proceed from 2 
breaking of this beautiful Order: Whereas, | 
were it punctually obſerved (even in ſo far 
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of partiaular Perſons, Families, Incorpora- 


28 is maniſeſt by Nature's Light) theſe Places 
which not are worſe than à confuſed Chaos, 
would upon the contrary be found like an 
earthly Paradiſe. 2. I muſt obſerve, That it 
wete the Intereſt, as well as it is the Duty 
Vl Mankind, and particularly of thoſe who 
ate in Authority amongſt them, to lay out 
themſelves all they can for ſuppreſſing Athei ſm 
aud Libertiniſm, foraſmuch as the aberters of 
ſuuch Abominations decry, and preſume toi 
deny the divine Obligations which ly upon us 
to lay to Heart the Duties of theſe Relations, 
They may be juſtly reckoned (as to the Ten- 
dency of the Thing) Murderers of the whole 
Race of Mankind, who take off the Juſt, and 
oeffectual Bar againſt the Violations of this 
Order, namely a.. ſubmiffive and intire Re- 


. ſpect unto the Laws and Conſtitutions of out 
ſovereign Lord, and the righteous „ Mot all 


che Earth, and who allow no higher Regard 
1 unto that comely Order he hath fer,” than 
what proceeds from the Love a Perſon will 
have to his own Safety, becauſe the groſs 
Tranlgreſſions thereof might bring them to 
cCondign Puniſhment, and ſomewhat of Duti- 

__ - Fulnels, | with Reſpect thereunto procureth 
Adyvantages to him. The manifeſt Language 
f ſuch deteſtable Sentiments (which yet are 
Anſinuated as the Product of Wit) is plainly this, 
That in caſe a Perſon attain ſome Elevation 
„ 1972)..65773\G6 110540 emangt 
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ongſt Men, ** do think himſelf out o 
among he may freely do ch bs i 


an poſſibly. deviſc 9 he have che 
Proſpects of Advantage ther Seed, 34h, A As - 
is preſumable, That in a ſober. G ſedate | 
Exerciſe of our 3 N wwe may 


know that which is due unto Fd om . ou 
cighbour, according unto gur Stations, an 
he Relations ham. th the Lord. hath plac 

8; ſo: Reaſon it ſelf plainly pi, hl hat Ke - 
owe the like Conſideration, t 

and are in the ſame ander Kee. . 
oming and dutiful Behaviour towards them, 
do much for this alen 5 che Cary 
rtr, fc. en bas * 5. | 


adh. Our! Lare animal o or rat 
te not our own, they belong. intirely. to; 
ord, the Author gf our Being, who 
iren us Life, Brea! 5 all 'T] A IT 
whom. we owe our Preſervation, 
nd all the 5 of 1 4 in e = 
ind, natural Light faith,, aud ſome Hea- J 
hens have obſerved,” That we are all. his Offs 
ring; ; 2 Fro Pun, we, live fo. move, . 
we our Being. 1 this Linker, that all that 
i bathe 4 fed 
ent r as. to quiet and ſedate 
emper of Mill, a Fre DES 
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5 as we wenld'think juſt and proper to be hal 
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| A Like, together with a profitable 
Exerciſe of che Faculties of the Soul, ant the 
Members of the Body, C whatſoever, I ſay, 
is within the Compafs of theſe, and the 1 
Heads, belongeth 7875 to this perſect Lay, 
Aud Rule; all which are ſo manifeſt, that Ns. 
ture it ſelf ptoclaims, and a Conſcience not de. 
e moſt needs acknowledge the Obligz 
tion 3 rge not farther upon this pe 
eee in 2 Word, that the 
Ob Tea under towards our Neigh- 
| bear bs is 1 che ſame Sort ; and therefore w 
4h ro have the like tender Regard unto the 
Lives of others; and unto all that belongs unt 
theſe Lives, and may be beneficial, or hurtfi 
unto them, f Which we'onght to have ſuch 
Conſideration,” and are obliged to Tuch a Cor 
cetument about them in dur Nejghbout's Cal 


in our own. This, and more appears fror 
2 * dene eee 
#), This Law compiled in ten Word 
. the Jeventh "Common afſeteth,; ati 
5 oem . 0 e 95e 
Parity 155 3 1 Ka 
Geftire.and Be xviour, which is general 

__ felſed amongſt the better, and nibre modell 7 
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ns = 3 Thought; 
ord, or Deportment, which are contrary 
mari 8 to be had in a juſt Deteſtatss 
The ſame Rule with the Grounds and 
caſons:thereupan founded, do equally hold; 
ith Reſpe& to our Neighbour : And hence we 
ugbt to. have the like e Re gard towards the 
reſervation and promoting 5 the fore-menti- 
ed Purity and Chaſtity in others, which we 
zould defire, and endeavour to attain in our 
wa Perſons. Our Deiſts, I know do rage, 
dicule, 25 bancer 2 _— — oi 
ur very Conititution, Io to them 
e Time, that Luſt in the moſt groſs Acts, 
5 the M 1 towards them, an the ſame 
gs 4 is homogeneous to the Ocean 
he — ol them would be ſenſble of 
— done to themſelves in this Kind, and 
re they owe the lame r nc e 
* p45 RE Serene ain; Shim: 
ol e, Preſuppoſing Property am 5 
Much I preſume none of our Deiſts will deny; 
may aſſume it as abundantly manifeſt in Rea- 
n, às well as mona i 5 This Ron 
mand viii. T hat Eq and Mercy fhould 
e diligently ſought, A looked to, 1 
Pſerved erde in all our Buſimeſt. In 
|. theſe ards, our ID as to J & 
©  eratts 
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T3 at "4 
n Commerce, de winrſwercb FA Fallet 
-; to" be-doneibetwixt” Man and Man,” ought 1 
| beexa&ly adjuſted to theExigencies 2 
Mercy, and a truly rational and nob 
roſity, Which every one would deſire to If 
uſed towards themſelves in the ſeveral EI 
gences which require the ſame. Myteove:, 
need not inſtruct the particular and clear Obi 
- gations:Which ly upoſ us to a provident Car 
And Concernment about ſecular Goods, nam: 
iy ro purchaſe, keep, uſe, and to diſpoſe 
theſe Things which Belong to the Suſtentati 
- bf Nature, and the Conveniencies of Life, i 
ſuch a Manner as may afford Peace in our Cot 
| ſciences; being free from extremes on eithe 
Hand. 4 me only to ſubjoin, e 
doe are required to endeavour a b 
- furthering our own Wealth and er Eta 
© by:alguſtcatud lauft Means, ſo we ought ti 
_ carry the like Affection, and to expreſs in 
" Ways the like tender Ca 
ghbour; an All that if bit." 
5 Of tlie ſame Evidence, and Stren thi 
our Obligation from Command ix. uro Wha 
ſoever comes within the Compaſs of that ei 
cellent Mirtue of Veracity. The Ohligatie 
chat Jerks: upon us! to peak the is Exuth 1 
0 if 10 Al { 
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from our Hearts, een; and indiſput?ꝰ 
. Nevertheleſs, Reaſon ſaith, That all 
: muſt be managed and tempercd with Chri- 
Prudence, as Caſes diverlly eircumſtancec 
der adviſable. All Truths are not to be 
loſed, for he is a Fool who uttereth all his 
d. It is a reaſonable Part to obſerve ' 
fully, what. the ſeveral Occaſions. require, - 
the Circumſtances of Things, and Perſous 
bear. Every one would demand that, as 
ht in his own Caſe, and ſure he oweth ſo 
h to his Neighbour... Nevertheleſs no un- 
h ought to be ſpoken, upon any: pretext 
atſoever; and moreover, Truth muſt be 
erved and promoted betwixt Mang and 
n in all the Affairs of Life. But in à per 
ar manner this ought to be advexted unto, 
n we are regularly called to J/irneſs-brar- 
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Admit once that Truth may be encraach- 
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and allow it in Witneſs-beariug no Man is 
, 4 ADD 0 . *; k 1 4 2 1 . . 
eforth ſure of Life, or any Thing. All is 


uch as a perſous Credit and Reputation in 
World is of great Import in all the Con- 
ments of Life, it is no lefs manifeſt that 
dught to have a ſpecial Regard- thereunto, 
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ſhould be very tender of our own good 
ne; and in the ſame manner, of that of 
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pon, ſpecious Pretences will never be want⸗ 2 


he Mercy of the worſt of Men: No 'So= ' A 
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y can ſtand without this Veracity ; and fol- 
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64) Wil add their Suffrage, that 990 are unt 
the ſtrongelt geſt Obligurions to be well} ſatis 
With the Condition our ſoveteigu Lord h; 
te for us iy the ond, Whatfgever 

og 6 late eh eh thoſt Inſquous in any 

iplealed with the 98 Eſtates of 
; Ne h and to bear the leaſt ſecret Grut 
at hint upon any pretext whatſoever, 
| es ve Aſie | perhaps too long upon | A pl 
| — e 7 BY Fane, 17 
05 7775 that I p ed upoh your Pati 
in eing at thefe Gegerals. My He | 
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GE voregard to this as part of the ſacred Canon 
pet the Thing is full of Earn in its Ni 
ture, and was in ſuch Repute amongſt th 
| moſt refined and famous Teathens, that 3 
Man can deny, but that it challengeth t 
greateſt Conſideration from its own intrinſic 
ruth, Value and Evidence. It wants not t 
he inſtruged, ſeein bg is a Maxim or fi 
Prixciphe,,. and to be fute, a notable Expedie, 
for Safety amongſt K Mankind. Wich every ( 
will deſi 810 4 e 1 think it p 
per:to.offer a few Remarks for its Taker | 
« Tuſtcation.... 1. It is. not to be doubted, b 
that in our Concerns, | e may in the Uſc 
Fin Means eaſily khow 14 57 s Within t| 


imits. of. Equity f and Mercy, . and how 
de Oblig Ds 150 the one and other oug 


ps recs? of our erring,(for we are 1 
7 way). it 5 95 fairly 2 able, t 
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Wrong, in moſt oncerns of, Lite, 4 
cluded, but thar they may. be diſce t 
ed, 1 e Marches, may be e | 
5 eue the one and other; ſo that any rl 


ok ordinary Capacity, ſhall 40 the Uſe o Mea 
be brought to.a ſatisfying Point about the 
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iſes, the Strait were not eaſily extricablèg 
t, as ſuch are rate, ſo the juſt meaſutes k 
onduct dępend not much n them 2. 

chat ſoever we juſtly think is toe unto us by 

y, upon whatſoever account, whether “ 
dre ſtrict Juſtice, Mercy, Generoſity, or in 
y other valuable Regard, we have the like 
zuſes to conclude that the very ſame Things, 
upon the ſame Grounds, equally due by us 
to others, in whatever Relation we ſtand 
may be brought into, towards them, and 
ereinſoever we have acceſs to deal with , 
m in the Buſineſs of Life. 3. Hence it is 
mifeſt, that in our whole Conduct, and e- 
part of our Management amongſt Men, 
ought to have a clear Conſcience that we 
aſure nothing to them but what we fincere- 


and as before God, do think ſhould, and 
eald accordingly deſire to be meaſured. out to 
„ ves. In dhe Word, Itake the Senſe of 


Axiom to amount unto this, namely we 
t to put our Neighbours, juſt in our ] n 
5 Allee, and to conſider them, as if they were unt 


©, . and in all our Dealings about them, ro 3 
ile them as we have juſt Ground to defire 
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r Rule of Equity, Mercy, Generoſity, and 
Fen Thing valuable in Morals, a Maxim fo 
they rational, that it cannot be diſputed nor. 
n lol ed, unleſs we abandon Reaſon it ſelf. 
e yet any Perſon may fee how great a Com- 
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iſſume: | Neverthetefs for 2 further IIluſtrat 
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ben it ee make, 21 
What à vaſt Number of Debates might 
iſſued by a due adverting thereunto. I ned 
not remind you, how chat almoſt all the C 
teſts which have place amongſt Men, and dof 
the World with Is much Thjck juſtice, Craelty ;Q| 
* preſſion; Confuſion, Wars, Turks; and erg 
evil Tkiog; do clearly proceed from 4 repai 
+ and Oppoſttion unto TINT: pl 
J 277 712: 51544 297 

Axiom id, The Meafure of Sas owe, 
tber more Immediarely. un, God, ar 10 
by hi Command, -is thats Declaration. of Rig 
dur \ ſovereign Lord, the "only Lau- giver, | 
gien; und "which he hath 1 bythe \ 
Words. * Which Will is alſo interwoven 1 
the wery Make, and Nature of | Thin 
Aàs any juuicious Obſerver may fee, who | 
1 Right and Wrong only, | 
God who is the Author | 
who hath 8 he e near 83 
8 e m in every TI 
Aud àre under ndiſpenſible — hh to 
int ireſy ſubject unto him in all that we are, 
n Station, and in alt che Relatit 
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ont Right,.ot Mes {by oe rope N 
uſe concerning future Events, n tl 
re like to prove fav e, or ad R | 
ls; theſe Practices are ready to have. ne the * 
ndant 3 ie Þ * ae ifing the 
fy valu ol — cy oy 


ns wee an Exceſs.of Determent,..] bv — 
| this is contrary. to Reaſon, foraſmuch as 4 
clared Will of our ſovereign Lord ſhew 481. 
od and Evil, enjoining the one, and forbid- 
ing the other; the Will, ſay, of our ſove- 
ign-Lord is the only true Meaſure of Sin and 
uty, I freely. acknowledge that we pught to 
ave a due Regard: to, and Conſideration of 
e Probability of Events, in hatſoeyer Kind. 
is belongeth to, and becometh rational Crea- 
res: Neither is it to be doubted, but that 
ch Proſpects are capable ol a manifoid im- 
oyement. © Nexertheleſs, — are not the 
Ades of Sin ne: Duty, nor cane 9 
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With right Reaſon that we take our Meaſun 

Zs to theſe weighty Matters, from ſuch Pr 

pects. Hence 1. Theſe Setts of Politicks whi 

enerally have a great Vogue in the World,: 

2 h 1rreligious and contrary to Reaſon: | 

ſuch Politicians (as to the greater Part) he 

little if any Concern about the Eimits, whit 

our ſovereign Lord has ſer betwixt Right a 

Wrong, but do generally puſh. the E. 

* which they propoſe to themſelves by a 

Means they think feaſible, without bringi 

4 the one or other to the Rule and Touch-ſto 

And ſo ſtrong is the Current this way, that th 

are generally reputed the wiſeſt Men who wi 

.-. © out their Deſigns, tho at the ſad Rate 
much unaccountable Iniquity. 

Corrolary. 2. Foraſmuch as the Will oft 

Law-giver ſtates our Duty, and that it isn 

to be determined by extrinſical Conſideratio 

how weighty or valuable ſoever we may thi 

them to be, or under whatſoever Dreſs t 

may either allure, or deter us; it plainly { 

loweth, that how undutiful, and unbecomi 

ſoever our Neighbour's Deportment tow: 

us may be, tho' he ſhould intirely neglect 

- Daty,- and go crols' to it in every Thing, 

- whatſoever the Law hath ſtated as our Di 

to him, remaineth, as to the whole- Comp. 

ſtill of the Tame obligatory Nature. For Pi 

Rule runs notThus; | Whatever Men ds 10 

do ye that to them; but, N hat ſoe ver je wo 
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hat Men ſpouid do to you, do \ye even ſo to them 
And every Body knows, that none would de- 
re any Hurt to be done to them. Nothing 


an be excepted againſt this, unleſs it be in- 


tucted, that in caſe. of theſe Injuries, our 
Obligation ceaſeth; which, I think, not any 
ober Perſon will aſſert. And ſeeing his injd- 
ious Behaviour againſt us, is ſinful on his Part, 
he like Returns from us, cannot be free of Sin. 
n this Caſe, Sin is fertile, and the Commiſſion - 
hereof by him, brings forth the like, and 
often a more plentiful Brood in us. Reaſon, if 
ot byaſſed, would ſay, That the Wickedneſs 
pf our Neighbour, in the fore-mentioned Re- 
gards, renders him an Object of - Compaſſion, 
hut not of Revenge. Further Axiom, I reſerve. 
Wehe next. Ltemain, GW. 
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Containing more Axiome. 
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Ithout any Preface, I go on in laying 

down yet more Axioms of inconteſted 
rden levy os oe. 
pl Axiom 3. In the Buſineſſes of Life, more pu- 
r Mik Good ſhould have tbe Preference to that 
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io upon it, that in the reference of _y 


Petſons, Conſtituents of the Publick, wil 1h 
_ efound't Thus, by a Rebound, the. publid 


. — Men of publick Spirits, and whio\ 
_  Jeriticed, 
' to'theſe bf their Country, have been in gre; 


— aandjoft Eſtimation, not only amongſt Chi 
aſtians, but alfo amongſt the ene cn 


| ro my uſual Method) annex a Corrolary 0 
two, for-luſtrating-it further. Cor. 1 fl. It. 


from private Views, and the Proſpects of pr 
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it is utterly unaccountable to demoliſh publi 


vad. In the Competition, when either a wh 
Society ſhall riſque the being brought low, all 


* * 8 
, 
oy 


SE. = » 


0 — 
N 1%. © 


The"Naty 
ps: bears;: FMS. a wa a be ſul 
ro the other; for our private God 
is ſoinrerwoven with the publick, and depen 


plick to. the Ptivate, the Intereſts of pr 


Proves our -private Good. All grant this 
ox at leaſt ſubjected private Interel 


be Maxim then may be aſſumed; and; be 
«the: firſt Principles of Morality, it re 
quires no Probation. .'[-ſhall: only (accordi 


then contrary to Reaſon, for any, ſo much 
in his Heart, to deſire (bur it is yet far work 


vate Advantage, to give Conſent to) 2 
Thing which he knows to be unjuſt, and of 
Tendency, in the, Natufe of the Thing, pri 
judicial unto ſome publick Intereſt. And if 


Antereſts for büflding auf. own Houſes. Co 
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ne Coavenieneles of Life; Teague 
Wcccflatics ſhould be impaired to ſomt degrees 
ile yet t may live; thoꝰ not ſocanventent= 


or plentifully: Uabyaſſed Reaſon will give 
crear Suffrage, namely let theſe Concenien- 


es rather go, yea, and let us generouſſy and 
>ertul comply to be ſtraitned as to forte | 


eceſſaries, and let not a whole Community 
aer for gratifying our Eaſe, the Vanity ok 
r Minds, or any other Luſt Whatſoever. 
cor. 3d. It belongeth unto the Eſtimation W 
ei we to the publick Good, or the welfare of 8o- 


jeties, wheteof we are Members, of whatever 
Narure they be; and it is alſo incumbent up- 
n os im point of Daty, that every Member 
dereof lay out himſelf under divine Inflaence, 
Wo far as can come within his reach, for pro- 
oeing their Good. No advantageous State, 
gto the Means and Accommodations of this 
ife can exempt one or other from the Qbliga- 
pas that ly upon him, by the Relations he 
lands in towards the Society. It is indeed 
generally neceſſary, to have and uſe a lawful 

alling for affording Subſiſtance, to thoſe wo- 
ite not opulently ſtated. Bur tho thele 
rounds and Motives had no place, and that 
> Perſon did ſwim in Wealth, yet the Tyes 
ſpeak of, are not only the ſame, but do alſo 
eceive a conſiderable inereaſe from the Han- 
es which- great Wealeh and Eaſe do afford, 
repFor being manifoldly uſeful. Nature dictates 
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ſo much, and every one lays it to Heat 
with Reſpect to the Concerns of his on 
Body. Each Member of our Bodies, yet 
even the ſmalleſt and moſt inconſiderable 
them, contributes, in Conjunction with the rel 
more or leſs, for the Behoof and Benefit of tb 
Whole Body: And aſſuredly the ſame Re 
lion holds, as to Bodies politick, or of what 
ſoever Nature they may be. Cor. 4. Tru 
M./ꝙ[orality muſt then aſſuredly prove a pre 
Bleſſing to Mankind. Societies of all Yon 
Would flouriſh, and be ſtrengthned by a Cat 
duct, and Improvement of this Kind: Where 
as, upon the contrary, they gradually decay 
and are carried to Ruin, when ſuch as belong 
unto them, and eſpecially they who have the 
Rule and Overſight of them, are wholh 


any due Regard untothe publick Good. Andl 
know not any one Thing that more diſcrediteth 
Religion, and ſtrengtheneth the Prejudices d 
Libertines and Atheiſts more againſt it, that 
when a ſelfiſh, unjuſt, unkindly, and an 
profitable Converſation, is covered with 
great and ſpecious Profeſſion of Religion. It 
cannot eſcape to give ſad Umbrage in this 
Matter, that Perſons who pretend much high- 
er; ſhould be unable to ſtand, and woyld be 
\ caſten as uſeleſs and hurtful at ſuch a Bar, as 
even the Glimmerings of Nature might ſuffice 

be. Arion 
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have our nd: affected townrds ous” 
rebbour. 1 5 >: 1 * to Reaſon, 
ty an Incroachment upon moral Equity; to 
tertain the leaſt Inclination towards his 
art, or to omit, yea, and even to be remiſs in 
laing his Good, and endeavouting to pro- 
ove it in all poſſible Ways; and that becauſe 
Reſentments we entertain upon the Ac- 
unt of Provocations given us by him. For 
e, of this Maxim, pleaſe conſider, 
„That (which was before obſerved). the 
— ſtates our Duty, as otherwiſe, ſo parti- 
arly in all that is incumbent upon us to- 
ards our Neighbour; and the Obligation we 
e under to perform theſe Duties, hath no? 
1 upon his Deportment towards us. 
1 Injuries done to us hy him, do 
render the Performance of: the Offices 
18 and Kindneſs due to him, propor- 
onally difficult; yet this is intirely owing 
to the e ur Natures. Not- 
ithſtanding, as, the aretitnled., or-real Inju- 
es, do not in the leaſſ impair the Obligation 
at's upon us, as aforeſaid, ſo they render 
ſe. kindly Offices the more diſintereſted and 
TN 34h. The. excellent and golden 
ule of . d Equity (mentioned in a 
Amer oY oldeth "_ 5 vix. We 
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ought" to dieb with others; 4* * have 
Warrant ro defire that they 'ſhoulkd deal wii 
us; aſſuredly none of us can well endure t 
our Neighbour ſhould entertain any Rancd 
Spkinſd us; and we are ready to thinſt onr-ſely 
Wured, ſo far as we are brought to fuffer 
| Him in this Manner, at joaſh we inte we hat 
- Sood and juſt Cauſes to deſtre, that he woul 
Tholy wp aſide his evil Mind towards u 
re wie ought tO have the liks.Con 
 Kderation of him, — 1 de owe him tan 
Tenderneſs which we world deſire/robeſhcy 
ed te us in our own Caſe. *- 2+h5;* Seen 
Srudges, Raneeur, Irritation, and, He: 
_ Riſings;"whether againſt God er Man are i 
_ reinfieally, ot in their own Nature; hora? Bui 
and therefore no pretext ea ju ſtiße them. 15 
ever 'welmay alledge to have been 
unte ud, can never amount to à Re ng h 
What is evil in ir ſelf, and therefore muſt cor 
Hine ſo to be; ſs long gas it hath 4 Bein Ou 
Pretexts and mY pologics van pever alter the N. 
tetue of Things 2 55 requires that we b 
Aware ef trifti e theſe Ae dee And wi 
3 8 cauſe for # complacentinl Cove whete 
Object doth not challenge it; but 2 
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ow. me to add e ich avight 
4 wa Ariom, but for bievities Sake, ant 
it 1 the lame Purpoſe; 1 
ll ie in wi e preceeding, viz. Theſe 
rentions onght never . #0” inte ber Ir *r 
44 and ferions Bu fats of * 
Vail to theſe 5 Hes 
0 5 e wan not only be been, vu 
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creations; our Souls and Bodies ought to 
imployed in Work becoming their Lord, ag 
able unto our rational Natures, and ſun 
our ſeveral Characters and Stations. It is t 
the Bow cannot be ſtill in Bent, our Frailties bg 
in Body and Mind, require the ſlacking that 
tenſeneſs for a Time, which otherwiſe is neceſſi 
for plying Affairs of Weighit, and more eſpeciz 
{ach wherein the mind is imployed chiefly, nem 
theleſs, even the faint Light of Reaſon declan 
that whatſoever is recreative ſhould be entin 
calculated, for advancing the more ſerious, 
important Buſineſs of Life. 34ly, No Re 
Aion then, may in the leaſt intrench upon, 
* prejudcial unto Things ſacred. All Rea 
- Condemns whatſoever is unſuitable unto t 
profound Veneration that's due unto-a. Diet 
Fr hath in the Nature of the Thing any Tt 
daency to undiſpoſe us for the Acknowlel 
ments we owe unto the God of Glory, wt 

. ther by more dire& Worſhip, or Ga 
Strain of, our Coverſation. They come in 
the Account of Profaneneſs, and approach 
Wards Blaſphemies, which incroach ug 
Things of ſo excellent a Nature; and the 
| Fore, may not be reckoned juſt Pleaſantri 
The reverential Awe we ſhould have to a Di 
ty, 1 preſume is ſo clear to any ſober, andi 
bpyaſſed Mind, that ſuch will be at no Demu 
towards condemning whatſoever hath an hu 


ful Influence thereupon, as 7rreligious- or J 
enn f | | 
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rf Axiom alſo bears; that 
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teations, 4 


t A0 and other ſubordinate Aiths* we 

ecreations are Juſt, which" (as we are 
d) have in their Nature's Tendency to 
and ſtrengthen the Vanity of our, 1 | 


ve Incentives unto aby Lys.” Right 
F —— that they be Helps, and A4. 
les to V/ertue, and not Cheriſhers of Vice, 


f any malign Influence that Way. In'a 


Recteations of Life ſhould be both of that 
ure, and alſo confined within thefe'Limits, 
ch render them profitable, being of uſe tb 


o Worſhip and Converſation, ' and in no- 
g prejudicial unto that which is ſacred, 
FROM in the Concerns of bur ſeveral Sta- 
Were I inclined to dilate this Head, 1 
Ai large Field opened for detecting the 
ealoriabletiels, as well'as other Enormities 
any Things, which ate in Vogue amongſt 


med Play 
Stuff, * many Wickedineſſes are te- 
ſented i an e Dreſs, and cloathed 
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Diverſions, as Well as other 
refles of. Life, ſhould be "adjuſted-unto the 


uired to propoſe unto our AR Neo of 


d,* Religion and Reafon require, hat all - 


oſe us for the great Buſineſs of Life, both 


Plcaſores'6f Life; asthe moſt generally e“ 
Comedies, Tragedies, and other 
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as are moſt exactly fitted to recommend thi 
Whereas they „ and Reaſon alleng # 


E which are made therein, upon Ma 


Had than fitted for any End, or Ute 


el Tubing, 
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with polite, and enticing N 

towring Pride, and {my exorbitant Af 
ons, and Paſſions, with a manifold Few 
vain, and corrupt Minds, are painted out 
ſuch Colours, and ſer in ſuch Poſtures the 


that "they ſhould be had in 2 juſt Deccl 
1 might alſo enlarge upon the Iner 


moſt ſerious, and ſacred; for, if I. 
that hath the leaſt Relation unto iet 
thought fit to come in, it is for the moſt 

(in the preſent State of theſe Shows, and I 
$) rather adjuſted to a recommending 


ly religious. But T AG not W = 2 Pun 


Which many E ave tres 
The ſame might alſo a to a 2 
ing the ee of vain Ta 


tſoever elſe bel 

enter not into 
Fuddle; theſe Vanities and Wickednelles . 
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ter of Fact that is ſufficiently known from 


oncurring Hiſtories of primitive Times, 
ely that Ferſons come to Age, and who 
received by Baptiſm into the Boſom of 
hurch did, together with their Heathen- 
ſolemtily abjure the Devil, with his Pomp 
Shows, and other fuch Trumpery, as be- 
ing unto his Kingdom, and unworthy of 
tans. - So much for the 5th Maxim. 
zom 6th, Nb Per ſon: whatſoever, ought to 
under ſuch Regards, or be ſo far confidered + 
„ as to. procure a ſwerving from the way of 
y injorned by this Lau, from the Confidera- 
wwe Fave” of them in any Reſpects, or from 
betts of whatſoever Nature we may have about 
or an Thing we think performable by them! 
Huſtrating this Maxim; the following Aſs 
ons may be pondered. 1. I freely ane 
iy acknowledge, that in our Buſineſs and 
agements amongſt Men, all juſt Conſide- 
dns of Perſons ougfit to be had, as they 
toßgawerſty circumſtanced, and variouſſy re- 
co us. Honour is to be cheerfully and 
Woely given unto them to whom it is due, ac- 
ig to their diverſe Places, Qualities, Sta- 
ugs, and the Relations wherein we ſtand 
ids them. Moreover, right Reaſon ſhews 
we ought in Love to ſerve one another, and 
to uſe every * lawful and proper Mean, 
= r both 
II. 2. 22. Gal. 1. 10. 1 Cor. ). 23. * Rom. 13. J. 
„ 13. 1 Cor. 9. 19, 10, 2 -— 
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both for engaging our - Neighbours into | 


and generous Ways the Favour of theſe wil 


pals, and in every circumſtanced Caſe, is to 


rity, and only on UN othing beſides t 


ments of Truth and Error, Equity and Ini 
ty, and in every Affair that bel ngs.unto F 
towards God, or Juſtice and Mercy tou 


Earth, ard with as little Kcgard tc any! 
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Ways of Virtue, and alſo for procuring 
ATR Friendſhip With them. It IS 1 


an Effect of Chriſtian Prudence to gain in 


are Perſons of Worth, and may be uſeful u 
us. In one Word, a, humane, f affable, 
gaining Deportment, is both a, Duty and On 
ment, and alſo of manifold Uſefulneſs in 
Notwithſtanding 2. The Aathority of the 
and on Lau- giver our , ſovereign Lord, chal 
eth ſo much of Regard from every. ratic 
8 that our Duty in its whole Cl 
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determined by the Interpoſition of his Au 


ler any Conſideration, 
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may juſtly come under any ( 
deciſive, and ſtating either Sin or Duty. 
Reaſon then ſaith, as well as Religion 
mandeth, that in all and each of the Cond 
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Man, the Nature of Right and Mrqng fi 
be examined and pondered with fich 
partiality, as if at that very Moment we x 


to account to the righteous Ne 
ſon or Party, and in particular to cheſe 
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rwiſe might Byaſs us the wrong Way, as ii 
never had been in the World. | 
jom.. 7th. Moral Evil is the | worſt of 
9; Penal Evil is indeed ſtraitning, and af- 
= us deeply, but as inflicted by the righte- 
ee, it is good, and carrieth his Stamp 
vit. It is a notable Mean for diſplaying 
indicating his leſed Honour, and is often 
ary,” and uſeful for the good of theſe who 
by ſuffer. However, the Lord * maketh 
If known thereby, and his Work in this, 4 
in every thing elſe is honourable F and glo- 
But for what concerns Moral Evil, 
s wholly and only Evil, and hath nothing 
ood in it: Beſides, that it's ſtricking a- 
the Majeſty of an infinitely glorious 
, rendereth it in a Sort of an infinite E- 


"ity. For further Illuſtration of this 
"WW", | ſubjoin the following Corrolariet, I 
0 nſequences.” 1. It is plainly connected with — 


leiom, and even inlaid with it that the 


P Etion of Moral Evils in us, together with 
ources from whence, they proceed, and 
0 thing r to them, and a war- 
* us faithfully and honeſtly, according to 


xigences thereof,” ſuch dealing I ſay, muſt 
be an Office not only of real Kindneſs, 
ſo of the moſt true and greateſt Friend- 
and when it is performed from ſincere 
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1.4. 6 Rom. 7. 23, 24. * Pſ, 9. 16. f Pl. 
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© Love, it ought to be valued highly. No 
* ſhould excite higher Strains of Fhankf, 
both to God and Man, than ſuch Exptel 
of real Tenderneſs and Kindneſs. A T 
ment of this Kind, as to what concerns 
Body and outward Eſtate, would be juſtlyl 
ac d upon with ſuch an Eye by every wiſe 
ſon, and aſſuredly this honeſt Dealing, 
what concerns the Soul, is a Benefit ſo 1 
the greater, that the Soul's Worth is in 
parably beyond that of the Body, and ou 
Eſtate, and the exerciſe of Love, in the 
mentioned Events is truly the more gen 
that it may readily bp preſumed much, 
intirely diſintereſted : For tho* ſuch ( 
be in reality the moſt friendly, as of a- 
dency to deliver us from the greateſt of! 
Yet they are rarely intertained with Kin 
and do ordinarly excite the higheſt Diſple 
d4ud heavieſt Reſentments, tho" yer truly 
are the moſt obliging Offices. 2. Foral 
. as Moral Evils are undoubtedly the gre 
not to be compared, or put on'a Level 
any other, it is contrary to Reaſon fot 
Perſon ſo to Balance them with Tr: 
whatſoever, as to give Way unto, or inte 
the leaſt Motion, or Inclination towards 2 
into the choice of any thing that's Evil u 
when the Competition betwixt Sin and 4 
ing is ordered in ſovereign and wiſe | 


dence, In po Caſe may the leaſt. Moral 


| 


any ſuch Evil may be called little) be 
ofen as a juſt Expedient for eviting the great ; 
of Troubles. So much for 'Moral Axioms. 
greater Number might have been affigned, +} 
| I queſtion not but ſome more of them 
e occurred to you, or may be found our - © 
on 2 further ch. Not wirhiſt mug 5 1 

ve 
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ll reſt ſatisfyed with theſe Which 1 
ntioned, and I expect they will abundantly 
fice, for ſupporting the Structure J deſign 
raiſe upon them. I intend by the follow- 
Miſſives, to inſtitute an ingenuous Com 
iſon betwixt humane Nature in its pre- 
t State, and the little Abſtract of Moral 
ty and Equity I formerly laid down.. In 
$I deſign to be Brief: But do reſolve to 
ell ſome longer upon the - Axioms, and I 
ubt not but chat in the Iſſue, it will be 
de to appear incontroulably that the Na- 
e of Man, as now ſtated, is croſs, and 
Itrary to the one and other. I add ne 
ce at the Time, but that I remain, O, 
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Preſume our Way is now prepared fat 
more near-Approach to the main Deſign 
this Correſpondence, vir. To bring the pre 

State of humane Nature unto the Touch... 
of inconteſted Morality, as before ſet doi 
both in the Abſtract and Axioms. I thinks 
that any ſober Perſon. will entertain the |: 
Jealouſy; about: the Salidity and Strength 
the Foundation; and therefore I may, 
the greater Aſſurance, proceed to raiſe the 
tended Building upon it. Should I touch all! 

Foſitions of the Abſtract, in Order tot 

Compariſon, it would be a long and labori 

Work; and I cannot incline to a launch 

| out into ſo yaſt a Sea: Nevertheleſs, I thi 
it proper to glance at a few Poſitions, 
. © ſhewing how eaſy the Progreſs might be, 
caſe à mbre full treating of theſe Purpoſes v 
| deſigned. Pleaſe then take Two or Thi 
more clear and obvious Aſſertions, which 
lay down as ſo many Poſtulata, or Conceſſi 
and they may be comprized in a very 
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52 Reaſohable Creatures are, becauſe eqs 
able, and made fit to know and acknow- 
doe their Lord; becauſe, I ſay, they are 
{W-aſonable, they are, upon that very Head, as 
ell as on other Accounts, under the ſtrong 
n and ſweereſt Obligations to lay out 
hemſelves, under a higher Thfluence, for 
ttaining ſo much as is poſſible of the 
IH Knowledge of that God unto whom they 
ful ctrely owe Life, Breath, and all Things, and 
de make that their great, leading, and moſt 
e leaſant Buſinefs. It were monftroufly abſurd 
i be ANY rational Creature, to deny the Ties 
ol hich lie upon him, to uſe every poſſible Mean 
or knowing his Lord and Creator; foraſmuch 
this Knowledge is the Ground-work-of 
ch Whatever is required of him in point of the 
Wcknowledgements, Homage, and Obedience, 
c Nrhich are due by Subjects unto the Prince of 
11 88/2 Kings of the Earth. nenn 
3 24, In like Manner I preſuppoſe, that we 
rid te all obliged to live under continued Impreſ- 
cHions of the moſt profound f Veneration towards 
Wim, who is our Lord, our Law-giver, and 
Fudge. Howerer, that ſervile Fear, which 
x, Procureth à flying from God, and is the Re- 
Wult of Hatred and Aver ſion, from a deep Con- 
Th eiouſneſs of Guilt; however, I ſay, that fach + 
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ts * 1 Chron. 28. 9: Pal. 100. 1, 2, 3 Acts TH 23. | 
„. 43, i, Deut. 36. 17. f Mal. 3. 16. Pf. 8. through 
Rt dut, J. 3» 17. Prov. 28. 14. Jer. 10. 6. Iſa. 3322. 
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Feat, I mean of Averſion and Hatred, oug 
| © to be avoided, and we are bound to the uti 
moſt to guard againſt it; yet a. Fear of Ry 
verence is due unto our ſovereign Lord throug 
- _ gutevery Moment of our Lives. 
Zah, We are obliged to take wholly fra 
him all the Regulations which belong to oj 
= . Worſhip and Converſation, n. 
| .... 4thly, It no leſs becometh, and is: alſo pe 
- tively required of us, to be ſtill in a Temper g 
» cautious f Obſervance, leſt we recede from the{ 

' Rules to the right or left Hand. _ 
So much preſuppoſed, let us ingenuoul 
& compare the preſent State of our Natures wil 
' theſe Obligations, which are ſo very clear an 
= Jnconteſted. I do indeed lay my Account wit! 
the Deriſion and Banter of Libertines, aul 
= profane Men, who ſcarce have any bettet 
T ools than ſarcaſtick Jeſts and', Scoffing 
. whereby to attack Things ſerious and ſacrec 
But, as mig: who have Eyes to ſee, regat 
not the Quibblings of blind Men- about the 
Light and Colours, nor do they call in Queſtia 
what they perceive plainly, becauſe of ſud 
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= .. Fooleries ;. ſo no judicious and ſober Perſon 
= will entertain the leaſt Doubtfulneſs about cle: 
Matter of Fact, upon the Account of the pi 
= triful Shifts, and weak Pretexts of . 
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| . 2 
however they may be eſteemed Wits) wha 
now: not what they ſay, nor whereof they 
Arm. And, as before, I ſhall ſet down ſome 
ſome ſcriptural Paſſages upon the Margine. Our 
ibertines may, and whether they will or nor, 
et an impartial Heathen would allow the 
Scriptures to be competent Witneſſes of Mat- 
ter of Fact, when the Facts are otherwiſe ſuf⸗ 
ficiently made out, and confirmed by continued 
Tracts of harmonious Experience. Hereupon,- 
without any Amuſement, from the empty * 
Captions of weak Men, I go ſtreight on to 
the intended Compariſon ; and, according to 
the Poſtulata, or Conceſſions juſt now laid do 
a very melancholly- View diſplayeth it ag 
with much lamentable Evidence. And, with *Þ 
Reference to the firſt Conceſſion, I obſerve the 
following Strains of our deep Corruption. 
- 1], So far are we from preſſing after the ut= 
moſt attainable Knowledge of the true God, MH 
in Ways, and by Means which he hath laid 
down, and made conveniently acceſlible to 
us, and from looking upon it as our Happi- 
neſs, that upon the quite contrary, the ſtrong 
Current of the Malignity of our Nature cat» _ 
rieth our Thoughts intirely off from that Ex» 
cellent Object. God is not f in all aum Thoughts 
(or all our Thoughts are zo God, as the Oxigi- 
nal bears) the ſtrong propenſions of N | 
in us, would utterly exterminate all juſt 
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fight Thou ghts of a Deity. We like noi io retai 
od in our Knowledge, and are very far from 


entering in him, as the pleaſant Seat of out 


Thoughts and Concernments, howſoever high- 
| - evra ſnch a Temper and Way will be 
4 aſx l 47 785 


à⁊dh, The more excellent, proper, and refined 
Impreſſions of a Deity (to whieh alſo the 


Light of Nature giveth its Suffrage) ate it 


our preſent State the chief Marter of our Aver- 
fion. That God is holy, a Being (ſhall I ſo 
expreſs it) altogether. pure, and ſpotleſ; 8, and 
who hateth all Iniquity, and that he is the righ- 
teous f Fudge of the whole Earth, with more of 
the like Nature, no Man will call in 8 
who hath not intirely renounced Reaſon and 


= Conſcience; nevertheleſs, corrupt Nature is ſo 


far from taking the leaſt Complacency in a 
Deity, with a due Regard to the fore- menti- 
oned, and other the like Excellencies, that 
upon the contrary, they are the Matter of its 
keeneſt Averſion. Whenſoever juſt Impreſſions 


ol his Holineſs; and that he is the righteous 


Judge of all the Earth, are carried in upon the 
Conſcience, and convincing Views of our Ob- 


noxiouſneſs unto righteous Puniſhment, are ſet 


4. 8. J Gen. 18. 25. 


home with Power, we are far from taking any 
| Pleaſure in a juſt and holy God, we really hate 
him, and (were it poſſible) we would fly from 


— — 


- + Rom. 1. 18, 28. . 4-26 Pſ. 5. 4, 6. Lor 
oh. 5. 22, 2). ec #1 


r A. La, * 
- N p 
* . x 
: ö ( X j ) 
. ” 
* \ if 55 


3, inſtead of proſtrating our ſelves before, 
m, and making Supplication to our Judge. The 


limmerings of Nature, and Experience of the 
me Kind, give ſome dark Views of this; but 


0 riptural Light ſ ſetteth it in a full Evidence. 
4%, In particular it is manifeſt even by the 
' Wcak Taper of Nature's Glimmerings, and ng 
ber Perſon, Chriſtian or Heathen denies it, 
"ly. That God is the ſovercign Lord, aud 


ach full and incontroulable Right (ſhall I ſo ex- 
eſs it) to diſpoſe. of all and every one of hi 
reatures,. as ſeemeth good unto him; no 
Man debateth the Matter. Let us now in- 
-nuouſly compare Mankind as ſtatedat preſent, 
fich this evident and indiſputable Tout 42 
will manifeſtly appear, that our Natures a 
vein, Mould. directly contrary ;thereunto z 
hich Truth yer is ſo manifeſt, that it may be E 
ckoned-an Axiom. This, in general Terms 
umits of no Diſpute; every one will readily 
rant, that it becomes the Clay to ly at the 
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otter's:Feet ; and that it is a Behaviour ſuited 
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2 Creature induced with n 17887 
- ſelf before a ſovereign Lord, to be diſpoſed 


him according to his Pleaſure, in ety | 
hing, without Exception or Reſerve, at lealt 

ds our inconteſted Duty ſo far to honour our 
1 Noereign and juſt Lord, as to ackngwledge he 
n ay dò ſo, yet humbly and earneſtly intreating 
| 


—_ 2 — 


r 


48" way" * p — — : my: "2 x 7 * 

8 Job. 9. 15. 7 Gen. 3. 8. Job 21: 14, 15. John 

. 19 20, Oc. Luke 19. 14, c. Mat. 20. 13, 14, 15 
| . | — e & 4 +Y * . 


* * 


9 
x - 


that . 


4% < 96 5* 
chat the S Diſpoſal may be for gab; 556 0 
Set of our Spirits is ſo far contrary, yea a0 
erf to this, that all of us would be; 
Gods, and do claim the Diſpuſure of our ſc} 
both as to Precept and Providence. This a 
1 more eſpecially when the divine La 
our Luſts, come into f Competition i 
citcumſtanced Caſes, and in a peculiar Mannef 
When ſovereign and ſpotlefs Providence runnet 
$ to theſe Ends which we propoſe, and th 
— we had intertained. Then it 
thir inſtead of acknowledging our ſovereig 
Lord by Acquieſcence in e revealed Derr 
and Robe ing $$. co uietly under his Diſpleaſure 
our Heakts are filled with Reluctancies and Rs 
bellions, which belch out into manifold Re 
-Pinings and Rage, more f covered or ope 
© and chicfly when our Straits are carriec 
Pards an extreme Height, and no Iſſue 10 . 
them for the Time appeareth. But not to e 
Ute upon a {ad Matter of Fact, which hat 
ie - 3s many Witneſſes in the main, as there an 
"Perſons. upon the Face of the Earth, and i 
- acknowledged. and lamented by all, "who ant 
under an Concernment about their mmort 
Souls. only add 
athly,' That howſocver Reaſon plaiily fait 
"of e of a Deity in any, and 58 mud 


TT 15 f Gen. 3, 8, * PEI. 12:4 - £06 
Plal. 39. A 1 Sam. 3. 18. 4m 15. 26366 
Ia. 8. 21. 1 Cor. 10. 10 
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Ne who. enjoy the moſt. unable 
2255 for Knowledge, ſuch Ignorance, I fa, 
ech the greateſt Cauſes of juſt. and 
ſo much I think is beyond Debates. 

10. that it is a Matter of 91 | 

rt, and à moſt juſt Concern, wo 8 1 
bonable Creatures to have their Sentiment 
d Impreſſions concerning the God of Glory 
|| adjuſted to the Diſcoveries he hath given 
dine, of whatſoever Nature they may 
Let ſad and inconteſted — Þ 


th, that many Thouſands, ' and ſundr 
ſc in Repute, who likewiſe have ,acce 
choiceſt Means of Inſtruction, do yet live 
urely in groſs. Darkneſs and Ignorance, nag 
ly without juſt Notions Te a Deity, - 


t Alſo pied 4 ſtrong A A 
mity, again ieee . 5 


ſt th 
ning Light. Many alſo, and ſome. of. 855 
atelt Note amon oft Men: ; are ſo far. under 
: Sway of their 3 take up ſecurely, 
{to fete upon ſuch Notions and Jets of R 
in, both as to Doctrine and Practice, W 
y. find moſt a e to theſe Luſts, 45 
think will belt. ſuit their ſecular, Inters 
thout further Inquiry, or giving the 2 
r unto an) Motion leading 
if Religic were nothing alle oo 
2 Dine, or line. From this Sauce 
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IF * ANF go. deliberatiy, and willfully, . ag: 


9 and the jeaf Morin coal? 2 Ae 


Hur Breath is in his Hand, and every, Thi 
that concerns us, is intirely at his Diſpoll 
None, car! call in Que ſtion the Obligation i 


Mer. thereupon, a Touch may ſuffice, 
W his ontmandments, is che All of 


;- $1 


Ty 


Tetorming of theſe; is often oppoſed, and cruſh 
bythe iber Powers, not much, if at all, 
Jeaſt not ſtill from the Conviction of Duty, 
meerly. leſt a political, tho wicked Repo 
ould be diſturbed. So much as a Touch 
what relates to the firſt Poſtulatum, or C 
Auen mentioned in the Beginning of i 
Michve. er le be 
1 go on to the 24, Namely; that reaſond 
8 under the cleareſt -and ſtrong 
. to have and maintain an hal 
Impreſſion of Reverence, to that God, 1 
the God of Glory, and whoſe glorious 
celleneies challen ſo much. Beſides, t 


Jieth upon us hereunto; unleſs he 4 all 


The criptural Doctrine about this 


ter, is moſt purely rational, I need not 


ing being inepnteſtible. 75 fes ear God, 
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quel.) Let us, I ey: 
8255 with plain | 
Matter, and it DI evident 
ITT nn be, that this is not the natu- 
, and Bent of our Spirits, and that our 
2 Propenſion goeth the quite contra 
with a mighty Current. I do indeed cons 
that ſudden Diſplays of the * Majeſty "of 
|, Providences alarming” by ſomewhat 
and unuſual, and other ſuch Con 
„or ther, ocure an preis 
Spirit —— ſome 2 but this is o 
ry tranſitory Nature, it cometh quickly and - 
A ſpeedily off, like a Morning Cloud, at! 
arly Dew: But ſo remote are we from 4 -— 
- __ of Veneration * — Majeſty 
od, as the leading Princi | 
| gh Reaſon doth plai oy lan Frag ſo far * 
e, I fay, from having this as the firſtand 
f Principle of Motion influencing our Wor- 
and Walk, that we don't ſo much as un. 


wa ſuch a Temper of Spirit. And, 00" 
N 1 and N 25 Nene e 3 
| Pc have: -Þ 4 
ir Y 28. IT Eck. 12. 15 N nr 10. Prov, Is We £ » 


rent Thought of the God of Glory, or to 
leaſt Motion or Inclination unſuitable to 


without the greateſt Violence done to Rea 


Verſation, and are obliged to a cautious 


hate of it, Nature accounts it an intclen 
Bondage. Reaſon and Scriptute require, t 
no Intertainment be given to the leaſt irn 


glorious Excellencies; No rational Crea 


can debate the Obligation here, and yet 
real Echo, or true Return we hereunto give 
this in ſum, IE is bard ſaying, who can hear 
I acknowledge that ſome there are whoſe 
and Element it is, to be ſtill imprefled 
this holy, humble and reverential Fear: 
vertheleſs, as this is wholly and only o. 
to a ſupernatural Change and Influence, v 
- out which it neither is, nor can be kept up, « 
fora Moment, ſo Nature in theſe excel 
Perſons, when left to it ſelf,” declineth qui 
to its old Byaſs. So much for the 2d Con 
ion. Tfhalldor brevities fake knit the 3d 
4h together, viz. That it becomes us to 
from our ſovereign Lord, and to ſubmit 1 
whatſoever Rules he hath preſcribed to us 
modelling our Worſhip, and regulating our ( 


ſervance of our Hearts, and Way, leſt 
tranſgreſs theſe Rules: I cannot expect 
any reaſonable Man will queſtion the T 
and Equity of this Poſtulatum, and the Sc 

Tures declare the Mattet ſo fully and point 
Yy, that it were ſuperfluous to carer pon; 
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mon 
in, vis. That God is to be worſhipped an,,  _ 
ed only in the way he himſelf bath preſeribed. - 
s proper that we next compare the pteſen® 
te of humane Nature, with this Conceſſion, 
| the following Particulars will afford us 

vy Views. 1. We quickly weaty to keep © 

uches with the Lord, as to his Inſtitutions 
hatſoever Kind; plain Experi hath 

overed the irregular Sett of our Natures 
ll Ages ſince the beginning of the World. + 
e Account which the God of the Spirits of - 
Fleſh hath given concerning us, is continual-  - 

erified by innumerable Receſſions from the 
ſcribed Rule, namely, that tho God made 
upright, f yet he hath ſought out mam In. 
tions, and continueth to do ſo. % The 
ſt Societies have never kept their Integrity x 
any conſiderable meaſure of Time, every - WM 
is Fertile of Complyances and Accommodations, 


al 


ze xeby the Lord's Truths, and Worſhip hare 
t corrupted, and the Converſations of 


n . polluted and Ee 3. Deceitful - 
wicked Hearts have prompted many to 
tches, beyond all juſt and modeſt Baun- 
ies, whether in compliance with an chi 
nour, and other Luſts, or for accomodat- 
themſelves in what they thought to be the 
gencrs of their ſecular Jitereſtr,, chat 4 pats, 
„ 
Mat 16. p. Iſa. 29. 13. Col. 2. 23. + Ecch . , 
2 . hroughour, 2 Tim, &. 2. * 1 
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G Keimen might cover us with Bluſe 
1 might appeal to the ſedate Though 
afflicting Reflections of the beſt of M 
Leber che) — x — mes at __ EXcex 
0 om f 
1 the Reſtraints « 
Lord hath laid upon ds, And c 
unto that ſircere Approbatich, And heat 
e pect thereunto, with aneh the _ 
endued them. In one Word 1 muſt Fay, Th 
ate utter Strangers unto themſelves, who kn 
not the mighty Propenſion of Natute to 
regularities, which the choiceſt of Men. 7 
withſtanding the utmoſt Caution, do nc 
wholly'eſcape. So much for the Comparil 
of humane Nature, wth bore ogy Avſi 
1 remain, ov." a : l 
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Y ſt nn 1 Wer Touches at compli 
e State of Mankind with Wii 

e Abſtract of Morality . Thad 
preſented” in ſome" former Miſfives. 1 g0 Wn 
now to the moral. Principles, or _ Maxims, as 
Amend to Py" the e in op p | 
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meh e wote clolly Pleaſe review en i 
. Order wherein 1 bad ſet them 
n: Lam not anxious about Method, 
lich no doubt might have been adjuſted . 
r than have done, ex can do. 
The firſt, of theſe, Principles was this; wit. 
beugt we have juſt Cauſe 38 
f's ſhould do to ug, ve are obliged; to deal in 
121 manner "with: them, See Mifpue IV. 
om I. with the Expoſition and 2 
t us. make a fair and ingenug! C9 
clop. of humane Nature, with char. plain 
axim, and it will be found utterly: degene- 
red. from, and contrary thereunto: I n 
t acce a diligent Search to find: 
6, nor dg L mel to dilate upon "oy 4 
of many particulars may be copſidered. 5 
„ We are now intirely- off from theſe Re- 
Jatigns, ; e God of our Being hath iven, ; 
d ipjoined us, with Reſpect to our ſelves. 
dry; of theſe I have mentioned before, and 
e not to repeat. In f. DT, it's manifeſt 
at we are not our on, but do belong unto 
od as his Creatures, and therefore our Love 
and Care: of our ſelves . not to be 
bitrary, but muſt be conformed to the Rule - 
ich gur lorcxEign. Lord hat P us. 
eentereth chie ier viz. The juſt Con- 
ment we ſhould be under as to our ſelves, : 
i 8 e our 
ke. 3 6. E A Tad ts *H "Lord | 
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Led and Maker, as our what: oY 
Stallings towards that End under Heavens 
" Huenees,. with all poſfible Vigor. And k 
aſmuch as we are required to bear” the 
tender Regard to our Neighbour, it follow 
_ -Ihavoidably that we are obliged to ſhow it, 
I our our ſelves to perſuadehim, and 
be otherwiſe Aſſiſtant to him, as we can hz 
acteſs towards his pointing aright to: that gre 
End, and preſſing accordingly after it. Oth 
Regards, whether to our ſelves or our Neig 
Volg are Deſtructive, and Self-ſceking, oi 
wiſe, is but Self-deſtroying . Let us he 
upon inſtitute the Compariſon, and Þ may g 
peal to the Conſcience of any ſober Perk 
whether this be the preſent Mould of hum: 
Natute, namely in all the Concernments abe 
out ſelves and our Neighbours, to be regu 
ed by the Regatds we ought to have to 
great End, and to every juſt Mean which le 
dhereunto. Aſſuredly the Stream and Cum 

runs generally out in a quite other and c 
ttary Channel. We. mate Provi n or the N 
we ſerve diverſe Luſts and Pleaſures in our o 
Perſons f; and do accordingly-"eatry- othi 
don ſt with us to the like Evils. Were it 

ſo, the World would be an Eden of excell 

N pleaſant AY oH's "WHILE u 
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the contrary, it is (with very little 


toubles. 7 Nin $24 955 239 
2. It is a Debt every one would readily. _ 
nk- to. be due unto himſelf, or at leaſt all 
us judge we have good reaſon, and are not 
the to deſire that Bowels f of Kind- 
and Gompaſſion':be extended towards us, 
d Help aftorded us, as our Neceſſities and 
oubles, of whatſoever Nature may require, 
n ſo far as, it can be within the reach of 
Mc Neighbours to aſſiſt us. This ſure, is 2 
ſt juſt Demand, founded upon right Reaſon, 
y one is perſuaded of ſo much in his on 
e and the Axiom clearly bears, that the 
ame good Offices are due by him to his 
ghbour. Let us now compare herewith 
preſent State of Mankind, and the Com- 
iſon will give us moſt diſmal Views. L 
ght inſtance in diverſe particulars, but that 
d carty me too far: Take only theſe two. 
Tho every one doth. challenge effectual 


erated. and corrupt Self- love is in many ſo 
ſtrong, that ſuch Compaſſion towards 
Neighbours, is little found, and expreſſed, 
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ere, beſides the more common Relation of 


1 ighbourhood, the neareſt Tyes whether of | 
are, Blood, and Affinity, or other * 
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and beſides its great Weakneſs which hindi 
eth its going any juſt Length; it is eaſten oft 
by many, and giveth place to its Contra 

ad, Mhen true, and ſometimes heroical Vini. 


upon the moſt virtuous, honourable, and gen 


mmilated, would be but too ready to think th 
more of Help is due unto him than he d 
reaſonably expect. To be ſure the Indigene 
d which often accompany true Piety, ought ton 
. Yookid&to in a peculiar manner. Neverthel 


utterly deſtitute of that Tindneſi and Tend 
nat, when the Secrets: of all Mens He: 


ich yet every one thinketh due unto hi 


realhj arc. If the Food, or rather Fewel 


naniſeſlly require it. Natural Apen ih. 


frequently ſubdued and fwallowed up by Lauffen 


conſlicteth with great Straits, the Purity 
Reaſon would fay, That all po nd eo 
paſſionate Aſſiſtances are a juſt Debt unto 


rous Accounts. A Perſon ſo happily: endued a 


the moſt part of Mankind is ſo far wanting 


ſhall: be judged at the great accounting D 
Juas Sick and in P and je viſited me 
Sc. T need not inſiſt upon à plain Hei 
Moreover 3d, Were it not from unaceouffe 
able wants of this Compaſſion and Tendem 


ſelf) the Diſtreſſes in the World would be 
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= COT. 
nm eee juſt, W 
enerous Uſes, and it Men would ſatisfie: 
e _ iz ihe e of" Neceſ- 
I Decencys: ſuitable to their ſeveral Sta- 
1 Aud did each of us lay df 
miclf ta be as uſeint᷑ unto others, in his pa A 

jon as poſfibly he can, all real Indige = 

ight be ſupp . nd op 


g s/ extraordina 
ea, and the gn 


dect to want what's ne 
en of extraordinaty Strokes would at 


ill bear all that I have ſaid, and yet much 
ne.. Brery Perfon in Straits would think it 
juſt Deſire that his Neighbour not on 

le 1 chimſelf in his e 
abe ſome ſtretch euen in ries; rather 
1 that his Fellow rational Creature ſhould 
tin. So much we think r 
e very ſame do we owe to ot 
| Miſeries which © abound in — Wor 
o iſſue in a great part, from the Want of t 
I mpathy which every Body wanld think h 
| os juſt Debriobir o Ea; and the-ſorip4 
Wal DaRtrive in the Matter 18 hi iehly Ratie- 
b wiz Mboſo bath 25, 80, Goods, and 
b: his Brother hath need, and ſbutterb up [77 
rell of Com paſjon from him, pow: due lleih the 
e M God in him? So much for Inſtances up<” 
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[ - of: Compariſon, where with I conclude what [ 
| mntendto repreſent upon the firſt Axiom. 
I's manifeſt that each of us would: think 
the Deſire moſt juſt in ſuch circumſtance 
| _ Caſes of our own, as requires it, via. That n 
Perſon take any Advantage againſt us, and ti 
our Hurt, from Weakneſs and Slips on our 
Part, through Inadvertancy, and other wiſe 
As alſo that no Handle be taken againſt u 
from any humane Laws, or Conſtitutions, te 
the Prejudice of that, which upon the ſtricte 
And moſt impartial Inquiry, we would'think 
2s before God, to be material, and mo 
uſtice in our Concerns. And in caſe. ou 
N „ poſſeſſes what's ours, and to which 
he hath no Title valid, before the Lord, we 
Would juſtly think that Juſtice and Conſciene 
krequixe a Reſtitution in ſuch Caſes, and tid 
FSoerxipture is clear, Luk. xix. 8. Exod; xxii. 1 
The fame Meaſure then is due by us unto ou 
= noun: according to the Maxim. Thi 
Sͤctriptures are full of the ſweeteſt Strains 
of materia Juſtice, unto which it is moſt pte 
per that humane Laws do vail, . The Nuit 
the Spirit is in all Righteouſneſs, and Goodne|, 
aud Truth. "He hath ſbe tied thee, O Man, uba bh 
cod, and what doth the Lord require of thi 
|  Gutto dojuſth, to love Mercy, and to walk humbh 
compare the general Set of Mankind, and th 
2 1 — 1 "PW POR "ee nag 
"F Eph. 5. 9. Mic. 6. 8, Tit. a» 115 12. Gal. 3. 23. & 
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iy” unjuſt; U ad | 
actices, which abound not only with the 
ore openly wicked, but are allo found a- 
ouglt theſe who have the faireſt Profeſſion, 
4 a multitude of crooked Ways, and manifold 
tches, contrary to all this, have not only 
jed the World, but even the Churches of 
riſt; as the Ruins declare, with ſuch Evi- 
nce, that it would afford a Field 
heavy Lamentation; but 1 10 e not to 
ter upon ſuch a melancholy Subject. I now 
don to the 2d Axiom, Letter IV. It's there 
preſſed" at ſome length, and amounts in 
ed to this namely, T he Meaſure of our Duty 
Cod and Man, 28 the Declaratiois' of Right 
ich our, ſovereign Lord and Law-giver has given, 
I uot his Providence, nor the f our 
eighbory towards us. Two or three Things 
: inlaid with this Principle, which I muſt 
e in a Werd in order _ ehe , 
1 — © 1h = „ x5" "430% ; 2 
1. It is our poſitive: and, indifpendble — 
go ſtraight fore ward inthe Ways of Chriſtian 
irtue, and to be continually in the exerciſe 
ereof, whatſoever Diſadvantages may attend 
= Troubles Alu us in 1 Fractien 
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2. Howſoever Moval Bvil nde e 
d with external Advantages, and be even 
compaſſed with all poſſible Morives of that 
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8 ee cons that 8 
5 He's it wert ol the greateſt ces 
to aproſperous, or adverſe Eſtate; yet ＋ 
account whatſoever, may we engage, into v 
we know is Exil, or be remiſs and indiflere 
andfar'leſs ma _ we terra the leaſt Aue 
: Gon from 23 1 nquiry. A 

3Zah, However we be injured by others, 
| whatloever Afflictions they may put us to { 
fer; yet the Maxim ſheweth, that our Oh 
gation remains firm, and untainted unto 
. poſſible good Offices,» towards them. I 
Axim beats all this, and ſo it's founded un 
firm and manifeſt Reaſop. The t Seupef 
are alſo clear and copious in the Matter. 
us then compare Mankind, as preſently far 
«with theſe incontraulable Strains of true 
_ - ality," and the Views cannot eſcape. ito 
Afflicting- Two or three Things are of nt 

4 humbling Conſideration herg. 1. True a 
nerous Love to Virtue, with couragious a 
| reſclute .dventures,” 1 m-the Practice! > oy 
and that in the Face of the greateſt, Oppo 

tion, and amidſt Wants, Daogers, and To 
pbles, Gx. ſuck Adventures, I ſay, are very rat 
even amongſt the politeſt Setts of Mankin 
And tho" we have ſome few unuſtal Exampli 
f ſuch as Have e * nn | 
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at” Way, Amer in whe: appeared ro. 56 | 
n partly by the uneaſy Conſtraints Ligne, 
| Wd Conviction, and alſo fromthe Profpeats 
Which they raiſed of a more feſſnedd Sort "gt - 
onour; yet all this is rather tere Shew, thay 
bſtance, in Regard it amoumteth no Rirther 


ſirtue is wanting all this While f. Nevertheleſs, . 
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n affirm, that it's meet to be 2 Py 
Tord f what I know not teach thou me, and ui 
nſoever I have done Hniquity let me do ſo uno m 
Here T might AE 2 lamentable Cond 

on upon many Things which ſadly a 
evidently detect TH? "demonſtrate à might 

Fropenſion of our proud Natures, directly co 
_ " Xrary to the Maxim, and the immediate Cy 

Fequences of it, but the Matter of Fact is 
evident, that it hath as many Witneſſes 
there are Perſons upon the Face of the Ein 
who all would give their Suffrage to what 
8 aſſerted, providing they dealt ſince 

ure I am, that the choiceſt of Men, do kn 
aud lament the ſtrong Propenſions of Nati 
an its preſent” State, contrary unto the Maxi 
and Branches thereof, which I have juſt no 
mentioned.” And therefore add no more, 0 
all proceed to the next. . 

. be 7th Axiom, Miſſroe V. was n in 
Word, Moral Evil is the worſt of 'Evils. Vie 
It explained there. IJ repeat not, only I mi 
1 2 particular or two reſulting fromt 

axim, that the Compariſon may be the me 
clear, oo, fair. Is Moral Evil the worſt | 
© Evils? r clearly follows, or is included hexeit 
Iſt, That it can mate no Part of the Happine 


_ no r and hence i it's contran 
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ments as real Advantages, which are put- 


o dear. 2d, Such Benefits,” how much ſo 
er _—_ flatter, yet can afford no juſt 
round for reaſonable Complacence. Theres 

Worm at the Root of ſuch Gourds how fair 


\ed ar the: rate of any Sin. 'The Price is 


erer their Flouriſhes may be. 34, It is a plain, 


id in ſome Caſes a heroical Juncture for the 
erciſe of true Virtue to refuſe the going the 
it of Lengths towards Moral Evil, whatſor 
jet Allurements and Proſpects of Advantage 
ay offer to inforce ſuch Evils, and * * 
— pleaſantly to chuſe, and to go reſo- 
tely-on in the Ways of Virtue, whatſoever | 
ardſhips in wes. har Caſes,” may ac- 


| hon David had politically adjuſted the whole 
Buſineſs after his Guilt in 5 Matter of Uriah 
ad Bathſbeba, ſo that all was ſettled and co- 
ered; Cc. The Note, I ſay, which the Spi- 
t of God puts upon the Conduct, is re- 
-narkable, and * viz. The Thing that Da- 
id did diſp leaſed * the Lord. I take the 
trength we; che firſt grand f a Ne ke 
ave _—_— ATW in this, viz. We uy 
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he Axiom. carries all this, and the Scriptutres 
* full of it. Shall * Ido this great Euil, 
| Sin againſt Cod. It is memorable that 


tum, we have many excellent Inſtances of t 
| Oravles; and exemplified in ſucceeding A 


4 37 I mighe eaſily inſtruct the contrary F 
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- 3 and perſuaded to promi 
Acdyantages to our ſelves, t the — We 
and the Bytiſs of Nature is ſtr that j ar 
ever ſince our original Deſection. 


noble Vertue recorded in the ſac 


J incline not to enter upon this Purpoſe, 

' which you want not plenty of Accounts othet 
wiſe: Moſer at once both abandoned gr 

and royal Pleaſares; and alſo deliberately mad 


choice of a Life accompanyed with great Dre 
lties and Dangers, meerly to avoid Sin, thi) 
n of which wrought in him a juſt l 0 


reſtation and holy Contempt of theſe mon 


ol our corrupt Natures unto all this, and migh 
adduce, were it needſul, 3 vaſt number of h 
ſtanoe g. Ne ingenuous and honeſt Man will da 
to aſſert that Nature in its preſent State, it 
elineth to a claſe and crirical /naquiry into Rig 
and Wrong, and carefully to ride the Marche 
bet wirt the one and — when the ſeve 

ral Motives of the moſt extreme Danger, 
| v5 ar Advantages, do urge on either Hard 
Events of this Sort, our Wills and Inclins 
tions are 6aſil impoſed upon, bribed and b 
_ wid In Abel Cafes, our Underſtanding 
& the Fart of cunning Advecares,- and 2 
al of Art in contriving, and adorning ſuc 
nen ſpeciou 
* Heb. 11, 2.5, 26. and chroughour. R 
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ture in its preſent State is contrary, Uto 
inconteſted braliry which 1544 2 little - 
cated in the Abftraft, and explained at ._ 
e mote Length if the Axioms. 1 he _ 
to conſider the hat and Qualities of. 
| Contrariety. nd that NI may remove. 
1 and ſtate the wr; fairly 
d in the following Met 1 att 
t ſome Lengths 05 2 Sort of C ae 
Rule whic path been, and may be at- 
td, without a removal of this Ann 
ad, I purpoſe to ſhew, that ſomewhat _ 
ed all theſe Lengths 1 
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ticular Condeſcendance on what's 
that Effect. 3d, All will iſſue into this, I. 


(chall T fo, ſay) into the Mould of true 


Alit). n * 1 
As to the firſt of theſe, I repreſent the 
lowing Particulars. 1/t, Notwithſtanding 
ſtrong Tendency of our Natures to tall man 
of Evil, yet they are under the Reſtraint 
and Checks of ſovereign and merciful Provic 
Every Imagination t of. the Thoughts of 
arts is only Evil continually. - All who kn 
 . themſelves can, and will bear Teſtimon 
this ſad Truth, and were it not that the Li 
puts in ſome Bar, theſe Waters would fl 
with a Current ſo violent, as would carry 
before them. Humane Societies could 
ſtand, and Men, as Fiſhes of the Sea, wa 


\ ſundry Degrees of a Sort of Conformity 


- inward Motives, ſuch as the Impulſe 
Conſcience informed to ſome Degree, and 1 
pPreſſions made thereupon by #emarkable N 


poles of a ſolemn Account, and by ot» 
Means, which grave and worthy. Authi 
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our Natures muſt be changed. for caſting the 


deſtroy on another. 24, Such Reſtraints 


the Rule are alſo procured, and influenced 


wings, and awful Providences, as alſo by t 


75 
. o 


4... 
*& & © 3 
6 


* 


- hi 


5.7. 4fGen. 6. 5. & 8. 21. M 
Rom. 2. 14, 15, 16. 17. 18. Deu 


Cx) 


Tathlc arly narrated; and wat 
created in this Manner. 3. Dive 152 
Virtues have been alſo Pace nt | 
de have been much fignalized | on theſe 
ds, ho yet had not the meſteemable Bete- 
of oiled Light. And greater Artain- 
ns have had place at the Advantages of ® - 
clarionz as I 'might particularly inſtruct, 7 
that practical Divines have done _that at . 

d Length. So much for the firſt Point.” = 
evetthelefs, 24). None of theſe or the like 
uinments remove this Contrariety of Na- 
which” I eyince by the following Con- 1 
rations. 1ft. They are not to be aſcriben 
iy Sificiency in Man, but | ate g [ntice £27. 
ug to the divine Wiſdom, and Benigni, 
Vas juſt now obſerved. Heteof offer this - 4 
le and -deciſive Proof, namely, That te 

beſt of Men, when left to che fway of 

r Natures; have ſo far given plate to the 

kedPropetſions of the ſame, as to become 

rey to 9 Me no "jap 
m to v t and dangerous Slips; . - 
ifeſt ad, ae Evident that Na- 

in the beſt of Men, being left to "itſelf; 
dpreeipitate them to the moſt exorbitant 

ichts of Wickedneſs, and that the choicelt 
lowments' of true and ſolid, yea and heroi- 
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Wit z higher Influcnce.,” Inſtances. of i 
3 . Falls we find in Hiſtory, 
tthe Seriptures are} clear to this Effect. 2. 
As td the foreſaid Conformities, I ſhal 
Aaarken the judicious Obſervations. of emi; 
Divines about them by any Reſumption Ic 
make. They have largely . demonſtrated 
they come not up the length of removing 
Contrariety. Notwithſtanding I ofſer a very 
Remarks, which, I think, may iſſue the Det 
ff. As little Rivolets keep their Waters, 
they diſappear and become indiſcernable, wi 
a Multitude of them runs into ſome g 
River,. and are therein ſwallowed up; ſo, 
Rivolets of vicious Inclinations may -{&m 
be quite loſt, when yet they continue int 
full rrength, only they run into, and fd 
the Courſe of ſome Cardinal Vice, which 
-a mighty River carrieth them alongſt with 
Current. Thus a. Sort of refined Ambit 
_ "takes off a great deal of Fuel from other 
for feeding its ſelf, which otherwiſe. would 
liberally enough beſtowed on theſe Luſts. 
the mean while the Heart is not taken 
not are the Inclinations, weaned even from 
vetſe more ſenſual Luſts, as any ingen 
Perſon ſpeaking his own Experience, 
rleadiiy acknowledge. Only theſe more 
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ed in this Event; +2 
egar they muſt give place to their Superi- "0 
to not without uneafy Violences offered. 
em. 2h. In this Situation of Matters, 

amed Moraliſt is but like à painted S. 
e, the out- ſide is indeed fair, yet within 
e is nothing but dead Bonet, and Rotrenne ſr. 

n have not occaſions for every Luſt at all 
es, and yet theſe which fleep for a While 
come to be ſerved in their Turn, but where 

te are no Conflicts there can be no Victory? 
to be ſure it's no removal of this Contra- 


when meaner Luſts vail to theſe which 
Fs greater, and truckle it under them for a2 
nnd yea tho' it ſhould be for altogether. 


The more refined that Luſts be, they are 
ſtronger, like the Spirit of a Thing diſtilled 
extracted, which are much ſtronger than 
iſt deal of the Subject from whence they 

e drawn ont, Theſe mote poliſhed: Vites, 
g as it were the Spirit of Vice, are truly the 
re vigorous: And tho' more groſs, and 

ſual Luſts, predomine not in this Caſe, yet 

rs which viſibly reign, are ſo much the 
auger, ſuch as deteſtable f Pride, Envy, Ma- 
Revenge, and more ſuch of the Brood f 
l, which alſo exceedingly reſemble their 


re Withor; Hence in all Ages it has been found, 


t che Conqueſis of ſuch Perſons unto the: : 
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have been in all Ages the moſt difficult. ( 
thers lay more open tot convincing Men 
whereas that luciferiàn Herd of proud Boaſte 
_  were:almoſt intirely out of reach. This y 
be found clearly built upon Reaſon; foraſmy 


Seribes and Phariſees were the keeneſt 
mies of-Chrift, as is known, and refined He 
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Long-ſuffering, and the like; the Conqueſ; 


as, ſuch vain glorious Wretches are full of hid 
Self-conceits, and therefore intractable. I 
Scriptures are alſo clear in this Matter. I 


theniſn Moraliſts were the moſt ingrained AM 
verfaries of Chriſtianity, when an evil Spirit 
turns to a Houſe ſweept f and garniſhed, he f. 
not to bring in more Store. 4thly, The gre 


more renowned Moraliſts uſed, whether the 


ſuch as did ſet up their Heads within t 
Church; their high Pretences, I ſay, w: 
little more than empty Sounds, for the beſt 
them lived in the Practice of ſome notour Vic 


able Temptations did caſt up. The Fad 
this. Caſe has, been abundantly cleared by ihr 
thors, who give us Accounts of oy di 
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uch, when duly pondered; and the Scrip- 


ng but utter Profanity and Irreligion ean 
dict. Our gieat Aim then, and Concern 
yo te, and in all the Buſineſs thereof, ought ' 
10 + Fopleafing God in every thing, without 
: 4a tion or. Reſerve. + 24, It is firmly 
L fred; and even inlaid herewith, that 5 t 
19 igen whatſoever Station, ſhould be 
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ut to 90 0 more cloſely home to the — 
joſe, 1t will appear ewkich is the 3d Head) 
4juſt View, that a change of Nature is 
ry: for removing this Contratiety, if 
1 weigh the! following Page 


The juſt Keane: = a Deity beats ply | 
Reaſon ſaith, That he who is-the ſd: - 
e, and to whom: ve owe our All; ſhould 


are full on the Head. He is the Ap 
the Omega * of him; and through him, and'to - 
are all Things. This is a Marim which 
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ing there; ſo the following particulars pla 
and obviouſlſy contained in ſuch à Moul 
Soul, Will fully make out the Point. I 
5 largement to your riper Thoughts, for th 
haſten to — this Coxreſpondence to ſ 
ue. 1ff, A placing our Happineſs in a l 
entirely, and only*; Sure it is the A of te: 

able Creatures to have Things rightly ft 

with them in this weighty Regard. 2; 
through Satisfaction with every Thing w 
pur ſovereign Lord and Lawgiver hath de 
dd to be juſt and right, without intertui 
the leaſt contrary Thought f or Inclina 
33h, That the Stream of aur Thoughts, 
Aflections, and the whole Strength of 
And Body, Which formerly was emplaye 
ſerving diverſe Luſts and "Pleaſures, that 

© theſe, Motions, I ſay, do now change 
Sphere and. Channel, and flow out towar 
Heity as che great and ultimate End, wit 
1 hae Fri dc war rh than a 
they did run the contrary. Way. 4tbhly,. 
dhe moſt aſflicting Eventi, a Kuen of th 
al. 1 24. Col. 3. 11, 1 Cor. 2. I, 2. | 
119, 128, Romi 5. 22. Pro. 3. 17. Kc. * Rc 
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15 to, and the Declaration of 95 Wh ofa 


: "Lord intertained and acquieſced inn 
wy * that Reyerence and Obſervance which 
1.85 our Condition as ſinful Creatures, and' 


anſwerable to the ſeveral Circumſtances | 
ercin out ſovereign Lord hath d us. 
haredly a. Converſation made up of the fore- 
l, 7 the like Ingredients, is truly rational, 
much alſo belongs to the caſting'out _ 

0 2 Mould Rally Moral, and that this te- 
ires a change of Nature, or of the Ultimate 
d, is, I would hope, ſo very evident, that * "\ 
d 5 beſtow more Words W Ty 51 . 
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this Contrariety, and to bring up. our 80 

16 4 enpet, truly Rational, and Moral, 
want both divine Reyelatiom and alſo 
zertion of omnipotent Power, for that Effect 
dis a greater, Work to raiſe the Soul. into i 
Conk ormi 2 than that which at firſt gave ul 
Being. Here 2 vaſt. kield o ens 25 evind 
the reefſit of Revelation. . The Topicks ; 
fo füll, elear,” and numerous, that 1 need! 
enter upon. the 8 The whole of the Premi 
Ates hnto them A refer the ra 
| er 1 57755 Wiſdom, and Diem, ; New 
Wi .theleis, I pretend nor to demonſtrate the G 
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any other Proof would be Aan che like tot 
tf g a Candle, o- deſcriwingy the Sun. Th 

| 1 59 will reſtore any of Adam's loſt Rad 

; the Way wherein he doth and will recont 
5 E thiþſe Things, I think, we owe pure 
to Revelmion. I know Men of Learnin ha 
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oral; from whe TE they projected to cd 
„ "that God will not ſuffer the whol 
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our empty and blinded Wahn 
would but involve our ſelves into many ; 
bbyrinth from whence T ſee not how any! 
ed of our . weak and corrupt Reaſon, 
ud ſerve to lead us out. Let it ſuffice, chat 

W whole Matter, being now ſet in clear Exi- 
Je by revealed Light, every 2 belongs 
"WW thereunto, howſocver above Reaſon, yet is 
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Tua intended by them from the Beginving 
Nac hreſume (not to repeat the whale, = 
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n and convincing Evidence. have en⸗ 
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Evils, each of which ig Kind of infinite En 
ih, as ſtricking againſt infinitè Majeſſ 
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